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M S B ‘ Mainstreaming Conservation of Migratory Soaring Birds Into Key
Productive Sectors Along The Rift Valley/Red Sea Flyway

Declaration

For The Conservation and Responsible Hunting of Birds &
The full protection of Migratory Soaring Birds (MSBs) from hunting in the Rift Valley / Red Sea Flyway
By LEBANESE MUNICIPALITIES

REALISING that the Rift Valley/Red Sea flyway is the second most important flyway for migratory birds in the world and the most important
route of the Africa-Eurasia flyway system and of particular importance for Migratory Soaring Birds (MSBs);

REALISING that Migratory Soaring Birds (MSBs) are at their most vulnerable state during their migration along the Rift Valley/Red Sea
flyway not only from the physiological stress imposed by the effort of migration, but also from the fact that entire global population of
some species become densely congregated at “bottleneck sites”

NOTING that populations of many migratory birds including globally threatened species as well as many game and non-game birds are
threatened by a range of man-made dangers, including indiscriminate hunting during their seasonal migrations along the Rift Valley/Red
Sea flyway, and that this could have severe impacts on their global populations;

AWARE that hunting is considered part of the traditional activities of countries in the region and that hunters have a vital role to play in
ensuring that hunting is legal, sustainable, and responsible;

CONSIDERING that hunting activities should always abide by national laws that manage hunting of game species; and that national
hunting laws are in line with the code of practice towards sustainable hunting of game species;

CONSIDERING that conservation work along the flyway implemented to date has mainly concentrated on some bottleneck sites, but
areas beyond these have received little or no attention, yet illegal and unsustainable hunting activities are still widely practiced at the
wider flyway;

REALISING that the conservation of Migratory Soaring Birds (MSBs) in any country depends on prevailing conditions and interventions in
other countries and engagement of all relevant stakeholders (governmental, non-governmental and private sector) along the Rift Valley/
Red Sea Flyway;

AWARE that Migratory Soaring Birds (MSBs) play a vital role in the environment in particular through their control of agricultural pests
such as rodents and locusts, and that because of this vital ecological function there is a long-standing practice of full legal protection for
these species in the region;

CONSIDERING that countries in the region share mutual concern, interest and responsibility for Migratory Soaring Birds that have an
important place in the religions, cultures, and their natural heritage;

AWARE that collaboration and joint participation is fundamental among all nations sharing migratory species and forming an integral part
of the flyway;

CONSIDERING that the establishment of Lebanese Responsible Hunting Areas-RHAs is an attempt to balance the needs of wildlife with
the needs of people using the best available science where the area should be of certain size to ensure hunting security, within the
carrying capacity limitation and the presence of the most searched game species on the site.

REALISING that RHAs are based on scientific studies to ensure security of hunters, safety of local communities and sustainability of target
game species through a set of guiding materials to hunters and involved managing staff. Subsequently, RHAs are away at least 500 meters
distance from residential areas, religious sites, public or private premises, protected areas and main migratory bird flyways.

AWARE that RHAs allow game hunting with bag limit under the control of the local community that is represented by the local authority,
the municipality. Management within RHAs draws on disciplines such as mathematics, chemistry, biology, ecology, climatology and
geography to gain the best results. RHAs contribute to reduce the loss in the earth’s biodiversity by taking into consideration ecological
principles such as carrying capacity, disturbance and succession and environmental conditions such as physical geography, pedology and
hydrology with the aim of balancing the needs of wildlife with the needs of people.

THEREFORE, THE RESPONSIBLE MUNICIPALITIES IN LEBANON AND IN RESPONSE TO THE NEED TO CONSERVE THE MIGRATORY SOARING
BIRDS ALONG THE RIFT VALLEY/ RED SEA FLYWAY AND THE NEED TO CREATE RESPONSIBLE HUNTING AREAS:

WILLING to work towards the revival of our tradition heritage in hunting and to improve their role in hunting control and management
systems, and to promote the concept of responsible hunting and MSB protection within their surroundings and their territories along the
Rift Valley / Red Sea Flyway;

RESOLVING to enhance local and regional coordination and collaboration and to increase protection of Migratory Soaring Birds on their
migration route along the Rift Valley/ Red Sea Flyway from threats arising from hunting;

WILLING to take necessary actions toward strict banning for hunting of Migratory Soaring Birds (trapping, shooting, active taking and
persecution) within their territories along the Rift Valley / Red Sea Flyway, most importantly at bottleneck sites during peak migration
seasons;

ACCEPTING the adoption of the Code of Best Practices regarding responsible hunting of game species and protection of MSBs, and
encouraging hunters in their clubs and associations to adopt it through dialogue and to join this declaration;

ACCEPTING to be a MSB envoy and role model to be followed by other municipalities in Lebanon, in order to pass the message to the
broader community, including those who are not aware of the MSBs plight, considering themselves as leaders of change;

ENCOURAGING other parties concerned with MSBs to reduce threats induced by hunting and increase their efforts to the protection of
MSBs along the flyway;

WILLING to catalyse and adopt the formation of responsible hunting areas, which is the gateway to implement the Lebanese hunting Law
ratified in 2004 and all its application decrees.
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