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Although soaing bids (including Pelicans, Cranes, Storks and many birds of prey] can be
fourd on migration almost amywhere in Lebanon duing e spiing and fall seasons,
resaqrch has shown that certain roukes are prefemad over othears, Howewer, thase routes ane
not exactly the same for all species, or inthe two seasons, as is shown on the two maps. The
solid yelow ines show routes that have been established frwough research, The routes
indicated by the dotfed lines hove been extiopoloted and need furher research o be
canfimned.

In spring, the major route wsed by soaing Dirds migrating nort through lebanon & along
the Bostemn flanks of the Mount lebanon Ronge and the westem half of the Bekaa, This
neludes Crones, Pelicans, birds of prey such as Common Buzrard and Lesser Spotted
Eagle, and many thousands of Whiter Storks,

Smaoller numitbers of birds, dominated by White Pelicons and White Storks poss up the
westem side of the couniny where they con sometimes be seen in large flocks af sites such
s Bhomdoun in fhe Beliut River vialley

Fall

n ihe fall, when birds are reiuming south o spend the winter in Afllca, most soarng Dinds
pass down the eastem flonks of the Llebanon Mountains while sorme fravel higher up on
both sides of the ndge. These sfreams comnvenge about Ralfwoy down the mountain choin,
wilh most Of the Binds, pamculany the iarge Dirds of prey passing ogether over he upper
portion of the Bainut River Yolley,

Unllke In the spring, White Storks are seen in much lowesr numitens in most autumns, wih the
mjarty Lassing further east over Syria and Jardan,
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IBA Program

Importart Bird Areas-BAs are among the world's key sites for the conservation of bicdiversity. They are
icentified notionally using dota gathersg locolly, aond companed with intemafionolly cdopted critenia. The
program recognizes that sites con be consened in many different woys, ranging from strict orotechion to
cormmunify based monagement.

Criteria for Salection
& gite B declored as an BA i it safisfies one or more of the following critena;

A: Important Bird Areas - Global importanca
Al: Species of global conservation concern: site suppording globolly threctened species, or other

species of global consenvation concem

AZ: Resticted-range species: site is known of thought o hold resficted-range species whose workd rongs
cistribution is 50,000 km2 or less

Ald: Biome-restricted species: sitz is known of thought to hold biormeseshicted species whose breeding
distibutions are lorgehy or wholly confined fo ocne Giome,

Ad: Congregafions:
i. The site is known o thought to hold, on a regulor basis, = 1% of a biogeogrophic populafion of a
congregatony waterind species
. The slte s known or thaught to hold, on a regulor basls, = 1% of the global popudtion of a
congregotony secbird o femesiial speches.
li. The: site s lmown or thought fo Rold, on o regular basis, = 20,000 woterirds or = 10,000 pairs of
seabird of cne or more spacies.
iv. The site is known of thought fo be o bottienack’ dte where ot least 20.000 storks (Clooniidoa), raptors
[Accipitifornes and Falconifornes) of cranes [(Grudoe) regularty pass duing sping o fall rmigration.
B: Important Bird Areas - Middle Eastern importance

B1: Ea-gmalw important cmgmguﬂ:-ns.
i. The she |5 lnown or thought to hold = 1% of a fhway o other distinet population of a watertind
species.
li. The site |s known or thought to held = 1% of a distinct population of a seabird species.
iii. The: site is o ‘bofileneck’ site where over 5,000 storks, or ower 3,000 rapdors or cranes reguloy poss
on spng o fall mikgration.
B2: Epa-clas with an unfavourable conservation status in the Middle East:
he site B one of the five most Impaortant sites in the counfry J/ terliory for a gpecias with an
unfonvourable conservation status in the Middlke East
B3: Specles with a lavourable conservation status bul concenirated in the Middle East:
Ihe slte s one of the five most inpedtant sites in the countryffenitony for o species with o favourable
consenvalion status in the Middle East but with Its global range concentrated in the Middle East.
Impartance to conservation
The map & coordinates of suspected B4 stes under 3',_:-, 1-5["' given ta the Minlstry of Envronrment 1o ensure
theart they were excliuded from zening for quamy activity in nistenial stucly curing the 15t year of the project
IBA research project
SPHL-Birdllife parner in Lebonon ¢ and A kocha J,u::r.cn irmplemeanted a three year survey (2005 - 2008
funded by the MAVA Foundation. The su '\"'-"'r' gimed o dentify new BAs in L-'-b-cm::“. thet together wouid
provide o more comprenensive reflection of iz vaned |.-”r:1*< and biodiversity. 42 ses were proposed for
stucly, out of which 31 were sunveyed and 11 cancelled due o secuity lssues. As a result of the study ir
addition fo the 4 sites declared in 1994, 10 new sites hove been Identified and declared by Birdlife
femcticnal.
Hima definition
The rrain airm of the IBA progrom 5 the conservation of these key blodiversity sites. Complirmentany o the
sinct legal systemn of nafure reserves SPML ks reviving the Hirma apprcach - community based conservation
for the protection of these sies
Hima i a fraditional community boased approach for the consenaation of noturd rescurces that prevaled in
the Arabic reglon for more than 1500 years
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