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El-Fekha Traditional Carpets

Story of el-Fekha carpet:

The origin of the carpet craft of el-Fekha is from the town of Bergama situated on
the north-western coast of Turkey, in the Province of Izmir. The 11th century origin
Bergama carpets are very decorative and durable. They are an attestation to the
pastoral life style of the Yorik (Yuruks) clans populating the area at that time, before
moving to South-east of Turkey.

The carpet making craft was introduced to Lebanon during the Ottoman occupation,
in the 18th century. It was first used in Aakkar region and more precisely in the
villages of Aaidamoun and el-Kwashra inhabited by Turkmen populations. It reached
el-Fekha village in the beginning of the
19th century when Rahmeh el-Hage
from Aakkar married Hassan el-Sheikh
Succaria from Succaria family in el-Fekha
and brought this skill with her. That was
around the year 1880.

With time, nearly every house had
a loom operating in this part of the
Begaa valley (El-Fekha and Aarsal). The
necessary material which was sheep
wool was found in abundance here and
the technique was absorbed by the
women of the village.

Every house used to produce its own
carpets, blankets, and covers with this
loom technique. They used to satisfy as :

well the demand of all the Beqaa main ol AW
cities, such as Hermel, Baalbak and Zahle. - '

Today, with the advent of the mechanized
industry, the handicraft of carpets is

nearly extinct. Only those who need to decorate their houses with an artisanal item
buy a carpet from el-Fekha; and few families still offer to their newly married daughter
a set of carpets with its cushions (in Arabic: masnad and dawshak) .

Therefore SPNL is committed to revive this traditional craft within the Hima El-Fekha
project
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Phase 2: Wool Washing; Wool Drying; Bgall Jud A0l Al ol

Phase 3: Wool Carding; Wool Spinning; (b gual| i 5 dcde <AL A o
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Wool carding Wool yarn Training scene

Wool natural dyeing technique: agaall acdall flualf PN
The colors were extracted from nature: plants, trees, leaves, fruits, such as walnut, . . .

onion, pomegranate, ... The craftswomen used to dye the wool in large containers e Obely duasdly Somntt e HLeAl B ¥! Oland ¥ SBLA shadall (e D91 s cols
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El-Fekha Traditional Carpets

Other attractions in the region:

- In Jdeydet el-Fekha:
o Al-Rashid Guesthouse
o The Hima hiking trails
o Qana el-Qaaiyyeh Historical Water Canal
(Qana Zannoubiya)
o The Arak grapes distillery house

- In Ras Baalbak: (4 km)
o Deir es-Saydeh (Our Lady)
Historical Monastery
o Oud Instruments Maker
(Nazih el-Ghadbane)
0 Molasses eco-museum

- In Hermel: (15 km)
o Qamouaa el-Hermel historical tombs
o Al-Aasi Orontes river (Ez-Zarga Water
Source and the restaurants along the river)
o “Rafting” on the Aasy river.

Hiking on the trail with s
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Panorama of el-Fekha village
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* The Hima is a traditional approach for the conservation of natural resources that has been
prevalent in the Arabian Peninsula for more than 1500 years. It started with the tribal system
and the need to secure their livelihood in harsh environment. The Hima approach evolved with
the Islamic culture that added to it values such as equity, common good, equal opportunity,
common decision making,...The Hima approach initiated by SPNL involves the sustainable use
of natural resources by and for the local communities surrounding the Hima and stresses on the
involvement of the local community in the decision making process for the site management. This
approach benefits the conservation of biodiversity together with the natural and cultural heritage
of the area in addition to raising the livelihood of local communities.
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Contacts: :JLaid
The municipality of El-Fekha/Jdeyde: 08 —325 777 :3.3a5 agStat a4t
Carpet weaver: Nahla Succaria: 70 — 831 269 : &, ,5u 65 : Slawal| ASLoms A yuft
Al-Rashid Guesthouse: 03 —218 048 : iy, Aaledll Cog
SPNL office — Beirut - Hamra: 01 -344 814 .1 yan3! - Ggys — (SPNL) 5Lt 2 Rapdalt Aalex dunes iSe
OTI office — Beirut — Sodeco: 01 - 611 230 : 3334 — Sgpus — OTl CiiSe
Carpet weaver — Nabiha Khalaf : 03 - 140 321 : at> 4 (3lowd) S Loy 4 )1




