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BirdLife International is the global partnership of
Non-Governmental Organisations working for nature
in over 110 countries. SPNL is BirdLife in Lebanon
www.birdlife.org | www.spnl.org
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From the Editor
This magazine, Al Hima, is a gift to Arab
environmentalists on the 40th anniversary of the
Society for the Protection of Nature in Lebanon.
It aims at delivering SPNLs mission to preserve
nature by establishing a Hima, i.e. a protected
area, in every village and town in every Arab
country. This invitation is attracting increasing
demand, especially among young people who
dream of living in a better environment.
Raghida Haddad
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Administrative Board

President: Afaf Osseiran

General Manager: Assad Serhal

Treasurer: Aliya Nasser

Secretary: Khaled Saidi

Members: Shawki Saidi, Ibrahim Saidi, Leen Kerbaj

The Society for the Protection of Nature in Lebanon (SPNL) is one of
the oldest environmental NGOs in the country. Established in 1983 and
licensed by the Ministry of Interior by decision no. 6/AD dated 8/1/1986,
SPNL is the national partner of BirdLife International and member of the
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN).

Since its start, SPNL has been advocating the establishment of protected
areas in cooperation with relevant ministries. It is now focused on reviving
the Hima approach, which has been prevalent in the Arab region for more
than 1,500 years, based on community engagement in protecting nature,
resources and biodiversity. This is realized by integrating traditional knowl-
edge and practices with modern scientific research. To date, 28 himas
have been established throughout Lebanon in cooperation with municipal-
ities. Moreover, SPNL has a long experience in avifauna and biodiversity
research, outreach, education and awareness, advocacy and networking,
and community development. It has significantly contributed to raising
awareness about environmental issues and conservation in Lebanon.

As an IUCN member, SPNL helped develop the first biodiversity project
in Lebanon, known as the Protected Areas Project. It established the
Environmental Information Center (EIC) which serves as a key resource
for the provision of environmental information to students, teachers and
researchers. As BirdLife’s national partner in Lebanon, SPNL is engaged
in bird conservation, mainly through building capacities of protected areas
managers on bird identification, through the Important Bird Areas program
that aims at identifying sites and habitats essential for bird conservation,
and through conservation site action projects.

Tel: (+961)1343740, (+961)1748309, (+961)1344814

Address: Awad Building, 6th Floor, Abdel Aziz Street, Hamra, Beirut, Lebanon
P.O. Box 11-5665, Beirut, Lebanon

www.spnl.org www.homatalhimainternational.com news@spnl.org
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Revival of the Hima Creates a Homeland

By Assad Serhal

25 years ago, the Society for the Protection of Nature in Lebanon
(SPNL) chose to revive the Hima traditional approach for
conservation and land use, which was adopted by Arab nations and
practiced by Lebanese villages for centuries. It ensures sustainable
exploitation of natural resources and preserves nature’s capability to
replenish itself. Today, there are 28 himas across Lebanon created
in partnership with municipalities. The Parliament issued a law that
considers the Hima as one of the four categories of protected
areas. BirdLife International adopted the Hima approach in its
strategy, linking it to the world’s most important bird areas. IUCN
adopted a resolution that considered the Hima as one of the historic
achievements in conservation.

Why can the Hima approach contribute to building the homeland
we dream of? SPNL chose to engage young people from hima
villages in the conservation system through Homat Al Hima (Hima
protectors) initiative. This also promotes a strategic partnership with
the private sector, opening sustainability and innovation prospects.
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Assad Serhal, SPNL Director General,
received the BirdLife International
Member of Honour Award during BLI's
100th anniversary celebrations. Serhal

is also the 2018 MIDORI Prize laureate
for biodiversity.
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The IUCN National Committee in Lebanon launched its national plan
under the patronage of the Minister of the Environment Dr. Nasser
Yassin, at SPNL's Luc Hoffmann Hima Home in Kayfoun. I[UCN
Director for Western Asia Dr. Hani Al-Shaer said that this was the first
actual plan to be prepared and presented by a National Committee
in the region.
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SPNL participated in the 20th
Anniversary of the IUCN Centre for
Mediterranean Cooperation, hosted
by the Spanish city of Malaga. Photo:
Antonio Troya, Director of the Centre,
reflects on the progress made in the
last 20 years while outlining future
challenges.
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A delegation of environmental NGOs
visited the Lebanese Minister of
Education and Higher Education
Abbas al-Halabi. SPNL Director
General Assad Serhal said this meeting
was a follow up on the agreement
between SPNL and the Ministry to
spread environmental awareness in
schools and universities, especially
through the Schools with No Walls
programme (SNOW} and the Homat
al Hima initiative for universities.
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Bioconnect is a project funded by
the European Union to ensure effec-
tive management and governance in
sites of ecological importance and
expanding biodiversity protection in
Southern Lebanon. This 45-month
project is a joint effort between four
Lebanese partners: Al Shouf Cedar
Society (ACS) , Association for the
Development of Rural Capacities
(ADR), Association for Community
and Environment (ACE), and Society
for the Protection of Nature in Leba-
non (SPNL).

SUSEEREPOY JHUPELI JICEH
piswd (| diysog dmubll e
o>l sl e @il ylb] yyohai
%é sz Gy 03T (oo il
e daasmi piy cdasdl GbLL
ling a8l Olswol guasrg oKl
& ol § dxall Ul 3900 Sy
Ul s dgarlse

e gyl lin zilit e slisg
g ol Llosd Lyaly w8 deleo
Alaiud] slasiwdl glasdg Lroloud!
awatlg delypdl s § Loy o yloalt
Alawdll aog g5l



aay2all joubll alail
lga L] aalclg Lalidlg

o0 yslall 3syetl yadall Olpdce cdas
ol S50 ‘g)g_da_ll ey JI oolead|
s G :ULuJ dexr o> 9 oladga
LgdMb| Bulelq Laylis]y L@,L&Lv" dale]

Sl 39a> Juady youll ada LAl 0 w9
APl sadl d0lKs 8a>g9 (SPNL)
plazadl apall bagd G pidl 38, dssll
CABS dakin go 4S|nidly (MESHC)
(2o cllbi g .yl gud a8l ddgul
8,2 Ll soubndl yo 50 wunyd il Jasell
cdeasd| &|95‘g| oo g dylodl yauntly
Al sl 28lge phimo @ME] (e Las
Oldasllsia pes pizy ol & 499, =l
o0 Joall EV NeWLIFE §gpdio jlb] ‘:9
.L“,.yg)gnﬂ KYESY{

Dozens of songbirds halfway to
freedom after being saved by the APU
and staying at SPNL’s Luc Hoffmann’s
Center for Rehabilitation. Promoting
traditional land-use practices in the
Upper Beirut River. The purpose of
this SPNL project was to promote
sustainable agriculture and monitor
biodiversity, while empowering and
teaching the local community: kids,
youth, farmers, women...
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A joint workshop gathered SPNLs
Anti-Poaching Unit (APU) and officers
from the Lebanese Internal Security
Forces to develop cooperation in
combating poaching.
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SPNL and 24 international NGOs sounded the alarm bell to prevent
an environmental catastrophe at Lake Marmara in Turkey
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Awareness sessions throughout Lebanon’s “Blackspots”
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Anahita (middle) and two other rescued Egyptian vultures in Prague Zoo
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Rescued by SPNL’s anti-poaching
unit (APU), the female Egyptian vul-
ture Anahita returned to Europe and
is now hosted by Prague Zoo with
other EVs. She will enter into the
species breeding program, and her
offspring will be rereleased where her
roots are, in Bulgaria, to support the
recovery of the species. The APU was
able to rescue 7 Egyptian Vultures,
making about 10% of their total num-
ber in Europe.
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LCEC director Pierre Khouri meeting with SPNL’s Bassima Khatib
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In the framework of the Migratory Soaring Birds project, SPNL is
currently concentrating on the energy sector, especially renewable
energy, to take into consideration mitigation measures towards
minimum impact on birds and biodiversity. The Lebanese Center for
Energy Conservation (LCEC) is interested to sign a MoU with SPNL
in this regard.
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Just before leaving Lebanon, Japan's Am-
bassador Okubo Takeshi signed a grant
contract with  SPNL Director General
Assad Serhal to help construct a waste
management facility Menjez, Akkar.
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Hammana Cherry Festival 2022: SPNL
Supports Local Initiatives
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Souk Al-Hima is a program established by SPNL in 2014
aiming at conserving traditional cultural skills and practices and
improving livelihoods in rural communities. It markets Hima
products such as bird houses, pins of threatened birds and
wildlife, soap, food products, as well as SPNL publications.
Under the MAVA and Allianz project, a model kitchen has been
created in Ras el Matn by the name of “La Bokra”, with the
participation of local community members. More than 42 local
products are sold there, made from local materials used are
local materials cultivated by sustainable farming.
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Himas: A Way of Being

By Hala Kilani

Hima in Arabic literally means an area pro-
tected by a tribe and usually carries its name.
Arab tribes started establishing himas more
than 1500 years ago, and himas have main-
ly been associated with settled rather than
nomadic Arab communities. Conscious of
the scarcity of the resources they needed to
feed their animals, the tribes inhabiting the
arid lands of the Arabian Peninsula protected
vast resource-rich areas mainly from nomadic
herders and against haphazard exploitation
like grazing and wood cutting. Throughout
the years, they used the renewable resources
within these areas.

This article is based on field research carried
out by Hala Kilani in six hima sites in southern
Saudia Arabia in 2009.
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~ Climate change and deforestation are
driving lemurs in Madagascar down from
trees in search of shade and food. This
oses them to predators
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The melting of sea ice and the increasing acidity of the
Arctic Ocean reduce krill, threatening the survival of
whales, penguins and seals that feed on them
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Bramble Kay's
mosaic-tailed
rat was declared
in 2016 the first
mammal to go
extinctas a
direct result of
climate change
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Technicians from the Red Sea Coral Reef Foundation in Aqaba, Jordan, install

a high-tech coral monitoring station

gl oleddl Lid) sl e padws daisy (i) (dbsdll ddstl dss § geoluall

@Al § cilS oS Bydg umi o) lawdtl aslas ol goleds

Fishermen in the Jordanian city of Aqaba, whose catch depends on the coral reef
ecosystem, say fisheries are no longer as plentiful as they once were
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The dugong is a threatened
species in Bahrain
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The water hyacinth is devastating rivers and freshwater lakes
around the world, depleting oxygen and causing fish to die
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Climate Change
and the Sixth Extinction

By Abdulhadi Najjar

the species themselves which threaten their survival.

Average global temperatures have increased by about 1°C
since the pre-industrial era as a result of human activities,
particularly the burning of fossil fuels for industry, transportation,
energy production, and the cutting of trees that absorb
carbon dioxide. In addition to rising global temperatures, the
impacts of climate change include melting glaciers, sea level
rise and extreme weather events such as droughts, storms
and hurricanes. Climate change currently affects no less than
10,967 species on the Red List of Endangered Species issued
by the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN).
This increases the possibility of their extinction as a result of
increased disease rates, habitat degradation and changes in
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The black iris, Jordan>s national flower, is threatened with
extinction as a result of human practices and climate change
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The ostrich lays its eggs on a depression in the ground that prevents the eggs
from rolling outside the area considered as a nest
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The heron stands in shallow waters on one leg, so the fish thinks it is a plant,
and when it approaches the heron pounces on it with its beak at great speed
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Some owls depend on their hearing to detect the movement of mice in grass
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Cuckoos do not build a nest nor incubate eggs, but rather lay them in the nest

of another bird that does the task on their behalf
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Some city birds bring cigarette butts to the nest
in order to keep parasitic insects away from the chicks
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Some birds weave their nests hanging from the tip of a branch
to prevent predators from reaching
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Woodpeckers store hazelnuts, acorns, and other supplles for the hard winter days. Other birds

bury seeds in the ground for winter; some germinate and grow to become trees increasing forest areas

Odd Birds: Feeding, Nesting
and Protecting the Forest

By Dr. Ghassan Jaradi

The heron stands in shallow waters on one leg, so that the
fish think it is a plant and approach it without fear, only to be
pounced on by its beak at great speed. Cuckoos do not build
a nest nor incubate eggs, but rather place them in the nest of
another bird that does the task on their behalf, including feeding
and protecting the chick. Some city birds, bring cigarette butts
to the nest in order to keep parasitic insects away from their
young. The nut cracker burries different types of nuts and grains
at a rate of 5000 grains for the winter, and when spring comes
bringing them new food, the hidden nuts and grains come out
as seedlings that grow and become trees. These are some ex-
amples in this article about the oddities of birds in eating, nest-
ing, and forest protection.
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SPNL researchers monitoring migratory birds.
SPNL is BirdLife’s national partner in Lebanon
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A bedouin holding a northern bald ibis in the Syrlan town of
Salihiya, 1930s
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National Park in Morocco, monitored by BirdLife International
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World migration route for birds: the Middle East region is a bird corridor for many winged species
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Falcon training in Saudi Arabia

BirdLife International
in 100 Years

Established in 1922, BirdLife International
unites more than 117 partner organizations
and 13 million members and advocates for
nature conservation around the world. It
strategically focuses its efforts on species,
sites, communities and ecosystems by
connecting birds, habitats, nature and people
together. Since its inception, the organization’s
interests have included the protection
of migratory birds, the identification and
protection of areas where birds congregate
in large numbers, and the most important
sites for threatened birds. It is responsible for
compiling data on the world’s threatened birds
in the IUCN’s Red List and has a significant
impact on the global agenda for protecting
nature and species. BirdLife has been
instrumental in promoting the Convention on
the Conservation of Migratory Species and
the European Directives on Wild Birds and
Habitats. This article includes boxes about
birds in Middle Eastern culture and BirdLife
initiatives in the Arab region.
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The Hima system is among the top 20 global achievements
In the history of protecting birds and natural habitats

The Arab Hima system, which is being
revived in Lebanese villages by the Society
for the Protection of Nature in Lebanon
(SPNL) since 2004 and was adopted in
several Arab and other countries, has been
ranked by BirdLife International among the
20 most important global achievements in
the history of bird protection and nature
conservation.

SPNL is the national partner of BirdLife

International in Lebanon. It collaborates
with municipalities, local residents and the
private sector to restore the Hima system,
which is based on community participation
in conservation. So far, 28 Himas were
established across Lebanon. This approach
is supported by BirdLife International,
which has adopted the Hima concept in
its strategy by linking it to internationally
important bird areas (IBAs).
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APU: Hunters
Combat Poachers

By Shirine Bou Raffoul

The Anti-Poaching Unit (APU) was born as a
result of an alliance between the Society for
the Protection of Nature in Lebanon (SPNL)
and the Middle East Sustainable Hunting
Center (MESHC), in partnership with CABS.
Its job is to combat the slaughter of birds, in
cooperation with the relevant ministries, the
internal security forces, the Lebanese army
and sustainable hunters groups throughout
Lebanon. The APU experience has turned
the responsible hunter into an essential
partner in protecting nature, and has
promoted a culture of sustainable hunting
that does not contradict the concepts of
biodiversity protection.
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The anti-poaching team pursuing poachers in Chinko reserve, Central Africa
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Matthew Enderlin during an awareness session for hunters and herders

Anti-Poaching in Africa:
an Empathetic Approach
by Matthew Enderlein

As the law enforcement mentor for Chinko Conservation
Area, a vast nature reserve in Central African Republic,
Matthew and his team were pursuing a group of poachers
and migrant cattle herders.

Slogging through this forsaken landscape forced him
to evaluate the deep-rooted motives and incentives for
poaching and other wildlife crime.

He couldn’t imagine marching through that terrain for
another month with his family and cattle, all just to survive
the unforgiving dry season. Finally, the team spotted the
herders and four men came to meet them while their families
tended to the cattle. They agreed to leave the protected
area directly.

Education and prevention should always be at the core
of a good anti-poaching strategy. But when survival is the
motivation, we can never hope to overcome someone’s
impetus to feed their family or protect their herd.
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A kingfisher getting ready to
attack a fish on Beirut coast
(by Samer Halawani, first prize, joint)
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A squirrel contemplating oak acorns (by Rabih Youssef, fourth prize)
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Arock h by Akl Bou Raffoul, second pri
A hungry chick calling its mother (by Hadeel Hamiyyeh, third prize) rock hyrax (by ou Hatioul, second prize
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Assad Adel Serhal
Wildlife Photography Prize

By Adonis Khatib

This competition was organized by the Middle East Sustainable
Hunting Center in Lebanon (MESHC) for responsible hunters
shooting with cameras. It was established in 2021 in honor of
the director general of the Society for the Protection of Nature
in Lebanon (SPNL). Assad Serhal sums up the story of a former
hunter who became a global symbol of nature protection and
was awarded the prestigious Midori Prize for biodiversity pres-
ervation and BirdLife International’s honour membership. The
aim of the competition is to establish the concept of sustainable
hunting and spread awareness against hunting in spring, the
breeding season of birds.
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The Himas of Lebanon
Reviving the Hima approach that involves local
communities in the management of their natural
resources is at the heart of SPNL's work. Hima is
atraditional system practiced by Arab tribes since Hima Kfarmatta ‘_,24)&5 u”'
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Inaugurating the Quranic and Biblical Gardens
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Hima for Peace in Kayfoun and Shimlan

Numerous projects bring the two neighbouring towns together,
the most prominent of which is establishing a Quranic Garden in
Kayfoun and a Biblical Garden in Shimlan, depicting the plants
mentioned in the holy Quran and Bible. The two parks will be
working areas for many SPNL programs, especially Hima for
Peace, Homat Al Hima (hima protectors), Anti-Poaching, School
with No Walls and smart agriculture. Visitors will enjoy bird
watching, hiking, recreational activities, camping and meditation.
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SPNL’s Strategy 2020-2030

By Bassima Khatib
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The Society for the Protection of Nature (SPNL) was established
40 years ago to address the impact of humans as a result of war
situation (Israeli invasion in 1982) on nature. It was based on two
pillars: promotion of protected areas and contribution to hunting
management. With the support of BirdLife Hatch programme
funded by MAVA, a 10-year strategy for the period 2020 — 2030
was developed coupled with a 3-year operational plan. Its high-
level strategic development goals are nature conservation,
community-based sustainable development and organisational
development. Each goal involves long term objectives, including:
conservation action for terrestrial and freshwater species focusing
on those for which Lebanon is globally responsible, promoting the
revival of the Hima system to develop community-based protected
areas, capacity building and experiential learning to develop
attitudes and behaviours that support nature conservation,
supporting nature-friendly microenterprise products and services
to strengthen livelihoods in Hima communities, reviewing and
strengthening all aspects of SPNL's governance, management,
operations and financing, developing SPNL’s Climate Action Plan
to achieve carbon neutrality by 2030.
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A vulture soaring over Hammana forests
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MAVA - SPNL:
10-Year Partnership

By Rania Khalil

Being part of a strong and long impact! This
collaboration with MAVA Foundation influenced
SPNL's work in several pilot sites and Himas.
Over the years, the local community has been
involved in actions to protect their lands,
focusing mainly on land use practices and how
they can be managed in the Himas. Projects
worked on different components: agriculture,
biodiversity, economy, policy, communication,
and empowering women.
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LEF launched the Marine Protected Areas Network project in 2022
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The Story of the Lebanese
Environment Forum

By Malek Ghandour

Established 30 years ago by a group of
environmental activists, LEF has evolved
into a league of 75 organizations. It lobbied
for the establishment of the Ministry of
Environment in 1993 to ensure international
funding for environmental projects. With
the help of IUCN and Birdlife International,
LEF pursued the establishment of several
natural reserves in Lebanon and supported
the Hima approach spearheaded by the
Society for the Protection of Nature in
Lebanon (SPNL). In 2022 LEF launched the
Marine Protected Areas Network project
funded by the European Union.

Sea Without
Plastic
campaign
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Butterfly Garden

By Husein Ali Zorkot

Lebanon, a small country located at the junction of Asia, Africa,
and Europe, has a great diversity of wildlife, especially butterflies.
Despite its small area, Lebanon has at least 165 species of
butterflies, one of the highest numbers in the entire Middle East,
including 45 endemic species. However, Lebanon’s butterflies
are increasingly threatened by habitat loss, the use of pesticides
and herbicides, invasive species, climate change, desertification,
overgrazing and a lack of public awareness. SPNLs Butterfly
Garden in West Begaa is a green landscape that provides plenty
of habitats for butterflies, bees and other beneficial insects and
animals. Environmental activities such as bird and butterfly watching
and wildlife photography are facilitated by educational programs
and training workshops directed at visitors from all walks of life.
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Satoyama: Hima in Japan
By Takeshi Hoshida

Japan is a forest nation where forests cover about 70% of the
country. Japanese life has been deeply connected to forests
since ancient times. Among these forests, Satoyama is a nature
that humans have access to, representing a state where both
nature and humans coexist. A Sato is literally a village, and a
Yama is a mountain. This article highlights four examples of
how Japanese people have raised Satoyama: the relationship
between cherry blossom viewing and the Japanese, the
relationship between forest and sea, the making of small
Satoyamas in a city by promoting home tree gardens, and
engaging local community, local government and corporate
stakeholders to carry out Satoyama conservation activities.
Satoyama efforts share the tradition and values of HIMA, which
has been working on the coexistence of the people in the
Arab region and all living things such as wild animals, birds,
insects and threes. The wisdom that Lebanon and Japan have
each nurtured will be in a position to disseminate insight and
best practices as a model for a global community that seeks
sustainability.
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Encounter with the Caracal Lynx
By André Béchara

Hiking in the Shouf Cedars Reserve towards Begaa, André is
fascinated by the beautiful nature. Suddenly he sees an animal
accompanying him on a ridge few meters above. Its ears are
characteristic with a tuft of hair at their peaks. Yes! Itis the caracal
lynx. He has heard so much about this discreet animal without
ever having seen it. Fascinated by its elegance, he freezes so as
not to frighten it. The graceful animal stops, gives him a last look
as if to greet him, then disappears quietly on the other side of the
ridge. A dream come true stuck in memory forever.
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Making a poster of plant parts to learn about

local biodiversity
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School with No Walls

Elie El-Haddad

SNOW is an environmental educational pro-
gramme launched by SPNL to involve children
in field activities that strengthen their relation-
ship with nature and wildlife in fun ways that
differ from traditional theoretical education.
Educational and recreational activities are
carried out by the SNOW team in dozens of
schools across Lebanon, empowering chil-
dren with new skills and behavioral changes
that promote sustainable practices. The team
is now developing programmes to train train-
ers and teachers through the Homat Al Hima
(hima protectors) initiative which aims at acti-
vating the local community role in preserving
and developing the Hima areas.
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Testimonial by Nabil Makarem about his experience as an activist and
nature lover associated with SPNL. “l used to run away when | saw a
snake. Today, being a local guide and hiking with biodiversity experts,
| am learning more about our fauna and flora in my beloved village
Ras el Metn,” he said.
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Hima Anfeh: A workshop for youth and municipality representatives to
become guardians of their town and its biodiversity.
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Hima Shimlan: Launching Hima for Peace
project in Shimlan and Kayfoun during Happy
Turtle Day
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Hima Ras El Metn: “La Bokra” local kitchen produces more than 50
varieties, and the inaugurated Dream Trail offers a unique nature
experience.
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Hima Anjar: Restoring the soil by planting
trees. Local community was involved in
planting 1250 trees, including apples,
pears and prunes.
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Homat al Hima International Center
organized a full day training on honey
making and beekeeping for local
community members in West Bekaa.
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Hima West Bekaa: A workshop for women entrepreneurs
in candle design and production, and a training workshop
on how to market local products like jams, syrups, olive ail,
liquor, cheese, etc.
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Cultural and recreational days were

organized for students and disabled youth
in Mount Lebanon Hima Center in Kayfoun.
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Photos: Chadi Saad
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Ramazi Saidi: The Man Who Guided SPNL’s Path and Vision

Ramzi Saidi was a singular man with immense vision, passion and dedication. Co-founder of the Society for the
Protection of Nature (SPNL) and the Lebanese Environment Forum, he was one of the pillars of nature conservation
of our time. With a Masters’ degree in economics from the American University of Beirut, he was an economist,
environmentalist, documentation expert, art collector, philanthropist and bird lover.

One significant endeavor in the career of Ramzi Saidi was the creation in 1983 of SPNL, one of the first environmental
NGOs in Lebanon. He met Assad Serhal, SPNL Director General, after his return from Oklahoma State University,
took him under his wing and gave him a chair at its offices, now SPNL headquarters. SPNL became the national
partner for BirdLife International in Lebanon. Saidi and his colleges advocated protected areas in Lebanon and initiated
their establishment with the Ministry of Environment. SPNL is now reviving the Hima community-based conservation
approach that has been prevalent in the Arabic region for more than 1500 years.

Owner of probably the largest private collection of Lebanese art, Ramzi and his wife Afaf Osseiran Saidi generously
lend artworks from their collection to various cultural events, actively participating in the organization of art exhibitions
in cooperation with Lebanese and foreign institutions.

Ramzi Saidi passed away on 28 March 2018. The artwork above, by Lebanese artist Amine el Bacha, was commissioned
in 2023 for his birthday by Afaf Saidi, his wife and President of SPNL.
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