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BirdLife International is the global partnership of
Non-Governmental Organisations working for nature
in over 110 countries. SPNL is BirdLife in Lebanon
www.birdlife.org | www.spnl.org
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From the Editor
This year, SPNL celebrates its 40th anniversary,
coinciding with IUCN’s 75th anniversary. 30
years ago, in 1993, SPNL became the first
IUCN national partner in Lebanon. This issue of
Al Hima is published in partnership with IUCN,
highlighting its major contributions to protecting
nature and species, especially in the Arab region
through its Regional Office for West Asia (IJUCN
ROWA). It also focuses on Homat Al Hima (Hima
guardians), local heroes whom SPNL trains and
supports to protect nature and resources.
Raghida Haddad
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President: Afaf Osseiran

Director General: Assad Serhal

Treasurer: Aliya Nasser

Secretary: Khaled Saidi

Members: Shawki Saidi, Ibrahim Saidi, Leen Kerbaj

The Society for the Protection of Nature in Lebanon (SPNL) is one of
the oldest environmental NGOs in the country. Established in 1983 and
licensed by the Ministry of Interior by decision no. 6/AD dated 8/1/1986,
SPNL is the national partner of BirdLife International and member of the
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN).

Since its start, SPNL has been advocating the establishment of protected
areas in cooperation with relevant ministries. It is now focused on reviving
the Hima approach, which has been prevalent in the Arab region for more
than 1,500 years, based on community engagement in protecting nature,
resources and biodiversity. This is realized by integrating traditional knowl-
edge and practices with modern scientific research. To date, 30 himas
have been established throughout Lebanon in cooperation with municipal-
ities. Moreover, SPNL has a long experience in avifauna and biodiversity
research, outreach, education and awareness, advocacy and networking,
and community development. It has significantly contributed to raising
awareness about environmental issues and conservation in Lebanon.

As an IUCN member, SPNL helped develop the first biodiversity project
in Lebanon, known as the Protected Areas Project. It established the
Environmental Information Center (EIC) which serves as a key resource
for the provision of environmental information to students, teachers and
researchers. As BirdLife’s national partner in Lebanon, SPNL is engaged
in bird conservation, mainly through building capacities of protected areas
managers on bird identification, through the Important Bird Areas program
that aims at identifying sites and habitats essential for bird conservation,
and through conservation site action projects.

Tel: (+961)1343740, (+961)1748309, (+961)1344814

Address: Awad Building, 6th Floor, Abdel Aziz Street, Hamra, Beirut, Lebanon
P.O. Box 11-5665, Beirut, Lebanon

www.spnl.org www.hor ima.com r pnl.org
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SPNL on its 40 Anniversary:
Reviving Himas and Engaging the Youth

By Assad Serhal

The Society for the Protection of Nature in Lebanon (SPNL) was
established in 1983. Its main objective was to protect resident
and migratory birds and it became the national partner of Birdlife
International. For 40 years, SPNL worked to protect wildlife, resulting
in the declaration of 15 Important Bird and Biodiversity Areas (IBAS)
and Key Biodiversity Areas (KBAs) in Lebanon.

Since 2004, SPNL took a further initiative in its mission by focusing
on reviving the Hima system that was prevalent in the Arab region.
Hima is Arabic for a land protected by the local community, and
SPNLs approach integrates traditional knowledge and practices with
modern life and scientific research. It established 29 Himas across
Lebanon in cooperation with municipalities and local communities,
preserving 6 percent of the country’s area. SPNL is pursuing to
expand the scope of this wise traditional approach in the Arab region.
SPNL is now focusing on the young generation. Through its
School with No Walls (SNOW) program, thousands of students
across Lebanon were trained to protect nature, explore
biodiversity and advocate sustainable practices. The Ministry of
Education has adopted this program in public schools and SPNL
established partnerships with universities to engage students in
conservation programs.
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IUCN-ROWA’s
Thematic Programs

IUCN-ROWA focuses on the major priorities
that draw all of the region’s countries together.
According to this approach, four thematic programs
have been developed: the Drylands, Livelihoods &
Gender Program, the Water and Climate Change
Program, the Protected Areas and Biodiversity
Program, and the Marine and Coastal Management
Program.
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Conserving Biodiversity
and Enhancing the Development of
Local Communities

By Dr. Hany EIl-Shaer

The International Union for Conservation of Nature has
always put the needs of local communities, species,
specifically the endangered species, and the environment
in the first place. This is why we have always felt that we are
moving towards greater goals of sustainable development
and nature preservation for the lives and well-being of
humanity for generations to come.

In West Asia Regional Office (IUCN-ROWA), we motivate
work in several areas, including those related to climate
change, water resource management and water
harvesting, in addition to the management of natural
reserves, green lists, rangeland development, and the
application of the Hima approach in our projects.
Our goal has always been to conserve biodiversity and
enhance the development of local communities. This
is shown in the achievements of our programs and
their integration in meeting the needs of nature and
local communities. With the assistance of our powerful
network of members, partners and donors, the IUCN
West Asia Office has adopted a participatory approach
to improve the living circumstances of local communities,
while simultaneously conserving biodiversity and natural
resources in the region and around the world.
ROWA's four thematic programmes have worked in
harmony to implement many projects throughout the region,
as well as work with partners, stakeholders and donors to
help protect our environment and achieve our mandate of
preserving our valuable ecosystems in the region.

Our efforts and interventions would not have been possible
without the cooperation of local communities in devising
and managing sustainable solutions for the benefit of their
environment, land and natural resources.

Dr. Hany El-Shaer is the Regional Director of the IUCN
Regional Office for West Asia.
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Email: gusipeaceprize@yahoo.com

Tel/Whatsapp: +63 966 701 4987 +63 935176 3188

Assad Serhal, Director General of the Society for the Protection of
Nature in Lebanon (SPNL), was elected to the Gusi Peace Prize
Board of Trustees 2023. This is a private award given by the Gusi
Peace Prize Foundation, based in Manila, Philippines, to recognize
individuals and organizations contributing to global peace and
progress through a wide variety of fields, including human rights,
communal harmony, health, education, culture, politics and humanity.
Hundreds of nominations are received from around the world, and
the jury selects 15 winners. Candidates should obtain accreditation
from their organization or ministry. The awards ceremonies are held
annually at Philippine International Convention Center, Manila, on
the fourth Wednesday of November.

«Being a member of GUSI Peace Prize Board contributes to the
global dissemination of SPNL’s Hima for Peace initiative and its
mission to revive the traditional Hima conservation system in West
Asia region,” said Assad Serhal.
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Within SPNL’s cooperation with IUCN
and IWMI under Al Murunah Project,
a field visit was conducted to SAWA
farmers’ coop in Qaa village, and to
the Community Farm in Baalbeck and
members of LOST organization. The
team also met with the municipalities of
Ras Baalbek and Qaa to introduce them
to the second phase of the project. This
was followed by a site visit to the flash
flood streams, CWB’s nurseries and
SAWA's post harvesting unit. During the
3-day mission, the team visited a project
executed by SPNL in Anjar which
rehabilitated irrigation canals, as well as
a project conducted by IUCN in Jdaideh
Chouf to increase farmers’ capacities
through reinforcing the water-energy-
food security nexus.
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Sheikh al Agl Dr. Sami Abi Al-Mona signed “A religious and
humanitarian call to protect nature and combat poaching”
presented to him by the Anti-Poaching Unit (APU), affiliated to
SPNL and the Middle East Sustainable Hunting Center (MESHC)
in partnership with the Committee Against Bird Slaughter (CABS).
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SPNLU’s Theater Department presented its
environmental activities in a cultural festival
in Iraq.
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SPNL participated in a workshop in
Agaba, Jordan, about capitalizing
on current successes towards a
regional ecotourism roadmap. The
workshop was organized by the
Migratory Soaring Birds Project and
the Biodiversity Integration Project
in the Tourism Sector in Egypt,
funded by GEF through UNDP
and implemented by the Egyptian
Ministry of Environment and Birdlife
International.

vl 10



o1l pulie SPNL |jLikiasog Jiajow a2l
24j30 (na gupell Suudl olol giuage Jusuo jguuagpllg
Assad Serhal with SPNL consultants Abbas Zahreddin

Lyilow] né SPNL

TUCN j$30 gl § JUopav wawl SPNL ple o el
2l oo Joe diiyg G «Liliw] (ddlo 9 Ghuwed] yolail
delyll & 8oLl yaigo laod piog digliiy § ool Blasg
G wde gl cabailly ool audl g il aliitdlg duor gl ol
dilll glaiz! @ SPNL ks Lily ealio «pbol3 g9 apyie
(AMNC) ddbrsgill 38(alg sl ST oo illoil] daguor ol
a8 il | zaylidly elae¥l labiidl bgll olidlll caiasis

Al Al yoll dund Il o)yl dlaisnll

SPNL's Director Assad Serhal participated in the IUCN
Center for Mediterranean Cooperation Week in Malaga,
Spain, and a round table on Hima (protected land)
and Homat Al Hima (hima guardians) in Barcelona.
Later, he attended the Leadership in Agroecology and
Commitment to Biodiversity Conference in Madrid.

SPNL also participated as a partner in the steering
committee meeting of the Alliance for Mediterranean

and Professor Miguel Godino in Casa Arabe, Madrid

Nature and Culture (AMNC) in Cadiz, Spain.
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The Alliance for Mediterranean Wetlands held its general assembly
in Samsun, Turkey. SPNL’s Elie Al Haddad emphasized the
importance of converging efforts to protect the Litani River Basin
and all its connected wetlands. He presented SPNL’s trainings of
CSOs about wetlands and waterbirds, it’s collaboration with the
Litany River Authority to engage local communities, in addition to
micro-projects that focus on sustainable agriculture and combating
illegal hunting, and establishing Hima Mansoura wetland.
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SPNLs Fish and Wildlife Unit embarked
on a water testing mission in the Litani
basin and Qaroun lake. During patrol,
the FWU uncovered numerous illegal
fishing acts and alerted the Litani River
Authority and security forces to take
necessary action.
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Our Common(s)’ Story is an environmental
documentary  episodic  series  set
within the cultural landscapes of the
Mediterranean Basin. SPNL is featured in
Episode 3, where a hunter in Hammana,
Mount Lebanon, switched to become
a conservationist at SPNL and an active
guardian of its Hima program establishing
protected lands throughout the country.
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After flocks of migratory storks landed in the forests of Dhour El
Choueir for the night, sustainable hunters from the area contacted
the Anti-Poaching Unit (APU) and CABS (Committee Against Bird
Slaughter) team. They sent pictures and documented information.
The mayor was contacted and the municipal police was dispatched
to protect the birds. The joint operations team moved before dawn
to ensure the safe continuation of the birds’ long journey.
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Three new Aviaries were constructed
by SPNL for the rehabilitation of
rescued birds in the Shimlan Biblical
Garden and the bird rehabilitation
center in  Kayfoun, within the
framework of the EV New LIFE Project
funded by the European Union.
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The  Municipality —of  Jdeidet
El-Chouf signed an MoU with SPNL
to implement a Climate for Cities
(C4C) project. Actions include
SEACAP infrastructure projects,
promoting behavioral changes and
nature-based solutions through the
Hima approach.

In Lebanon,
bird migration is
usually observed
September and
November.  But
on Sunday the

23rd  of  July,
SPNLUs bird
expert Chadi

Saad observed a Gray Heron in the
West Bekaa. “This is unusual and
possibly a sign of an early start of
the autumn migration,” he said. In
the framework of Bioconnect and
the Citizen Science initiative, SPNL
is working closely with locals from
different Himas to promote monitoring
and provide continuous scientific data.
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SPNL held several consultative workshops on «the Green and Blue Economy Project
Towards the Rehabilitation of Natural Resources to Limit Climate Change.” They
included interactive working groups on the role of Hima, first in climate resilience
based on the C4C project in four municipalities, second in linking national reserves
based on the BioConnect project to link the Shouf Cedar Reserves, Mount Hermon
and Tyr, third in establishing a network of interconnected marine reserves, fourth in

coastal management.
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As part of the Climate for Cities (C4C) project funded by the
European Union, SPNL has entrusted Great Escape with the
educational and early-learning part of the project. It aims to
work with students aged 7 to 14 in four Lebanese villages :
Menjez, Baakline, Jdeidet el Chouf and Hammana. Great
Escape implements SPNL’s School with No Walls (SNOW)
program in the project areas. This program deals with various
environmental themes, such as climate change, water, fauna
and flora, migration, sustainable hunting, biodiversity, natural
reserves, behavior in nature, first aid and many other topics.
Through interactive learning sessions and real-world
applications, the program builds children-s abilities to develop
a pro-environmental attitude, ultimately forming an eco-friendly
community in Lebanon. The objective to reach 800 students in
the four villages was not only achieved, but exceeded to 1157
due to demand from schools, associations and scout groups.
The Minister of Education adopted SNOW, giving SPNL
access to all Lebanese public schools.
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A cave on the
«Dream Trail»
overlooking
Lamartine Valley
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A group of Homat
al Hima in

Ras el Matn

Homat al Hima: A
Mindset and a Way of Life
By Ghada Ghazal

Returning to Lebanon in 2019, after 40
years abroad, Ghada turned to nature,
joined Al Matn Organization for the
Environment & Sustainable Development
(MESD), and was introduced by them
to SPNL. The first time she heard the
term Homat al Hima (Hima Protectors)
was on a zoom call during the COVID
confinement. Here, presenting a few
from all walks of life, she describes traits
they have in common: pride for home
and country, a collaborative mindset, a
sense of ownership, and a clarity about
the importance of harmony between
man and nature, a message SPNL has
been spreading for years throughout the
country.
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Youth training topics include protecting nature through
reviving the Hima system, studying plant and animal
diversity, bird watching, forest management, sustainable
agriculture, sustainable harvesting and grazing,
leadership and teamwork, and nature photography.
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The story of the Tunisian national anthem “Homat Al-Hima.”
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The Society for the Protection of Nature in
Lebanon (SPNL) supports cultural and traditional
practices in preserving the nature of lands, their
biodiversity and the ecosystem services they
provide to people. This is done through projects
focusing primarily on sustainable practices in
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grazing, terracing and harvesting of wild plants.

Homat al Hima:
Guardians of the Land

By Rania Khalil

Young heroes in villages, schools and universities are trained to
protect nature and its resources, practice environmental ethics
and participate in enhancing livelihoods in their local communities.
Homat al Hima is SPNLs capacity building program which is
included in all its activities and projects.

Training topics include protecting nature through reviving the Hima
system (Hima means protected land in Arabic), studying plant
and animal diversity, forest management, sustainable agriculture,
sustainable harvesting and grazing, time management, leadership
and teamwork, bird watching and nature photography.

Yes, Homat al Hima is mainly for the young generation, but it is
targeting a wider and older range of locals that are ready to be active
in their communities: The local organic farmer and his daughter in
Ras el Matn preserving their traditional culture and heritage, the
young couple in Hammana who left the city and built a guesthouse
amid nature with plenty of vintage items where history talks, and
many other role models, each with a special story and a special way
of serving and improving life in their community.
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Jawad Nouwayhid (left) with Assad Serhal, Rafiq Makarem
and Raghida Haddad in SPNL garden, Beirut
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How to Establish a Hima

By Rafiq Makarem

The story of establishing Hima Ras El Matn, that started by an
initiative from Jawad Nouayhid who introduced village activists
to Assad Serhal. The Hima was established by a municipal
decision, and SPNL helped to fund and start several ventures,
including LaBokra for local products and The Dream Trall
that became a hub for tourists and researchers. All the local
community is now involved in this model Hima.
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Tourism Minister Walid Nassar with Mayor Nadim Malaeb, Assad Serhal and
Hamada Malaeb, announcing the inclusion of «Darb Al-Tallah» and

«Radar Hill» on the tourism map in Lebanon.
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How to Open a Trail
By Raghida Haddad

This is the story of Hamada Malaeb, a hiker from Baysour in
Mount Lebanon who made it his mission, in cooperation with
friends and the municipality, to reopen old trails in his vilage
leading to an ecotourism boom. Next, he was commissioned
by the Society for the Protection of Nature in Lebanon (SPNL) to
connect Hima villages in Mount Lebanon by Hima Trails.
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3 He leads his_ froqk through the Hima paths. He has

worked-hard with specialists to create an area for
sustéinaBIe grazing, and the Hima Pasture became
a model for human-nature coexistence. Preserving
grass by not overgrazing made the grazing season
longer. The herd _eats dry grass through -which
fire crosses to the trees. Sustainable grazing alse
reduces “travel distance and time, and protects
the forest and pastures against fire and extinction.
Photo: Chadi Saad
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IUCN in 75 years

Founded in 1948, the International Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN) is a membership Union uniquely composed of
both government and civil society organizations. By harnessing
the experience, resources and reach of its more than 1,400
member organizations in over 170 countries and the input of
some 18,000 experts, IUCN has become the global authority
on the status of the natural world and the measures needed to
safeguard it. The knowledge, tools and platforms it provides are
critical for ensuring that societies, economies and nature can
thrive together.

IUCN was fundamental to the creation of key international
environmental conventions. It pioneers nature-based solutions,
actions to conserve nature which also address global challenges
such as food and water security, climate change and poverty.
These solutions are considered keys to the implementation
of international agreements such as the Paris Agreement on
climate change and the UN Sustainable Development Goals.
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In May 2023, the Agaba Marine Reserve in Jordan successfully
passed the first phase of the IUCN Green List assessment
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Livestock breeders in two Egyptian villages constantly
suffer from the lack and high prices of fodder during
the drought period, which extends from the end of
spring until the end of autumn. So, they end up selling
part of their herds to provide fodder for the rest.

The HERD project established a Fund co-supported
by Matrouh Governorate, that gives breeders soft
loans to buy fodder and sheep and establish small
income-generating projects. In addition, 66 local
women received loans for sheep, goat and poultry
breeding projects and the construction of pigeon
towers, in addition to handicrafts and the manufacture
of dairy products.
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International Year of Rangelands

and Pastoralists 2026

Photo: A nomad with a herd of dromedary
camels in the desert of northern Kuwait near the
Irag border. A skilled camel herder can use his
voice alone to soothe an animal, make it kneel
and even signal a change in direction as they
trudge together through the desert sands. The
mode of communication between the herder and
his camels, known as Alhedara, was inscribed in
December 2022 on UNESCOss list of intangible
cultural heritage, highlighting the deep traditional
connection between camels and inhabitants of
the Arabian Peninsula.
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Healthy Ecosystems for Rangelands
Development (HERD) Project

By Dr. Laith Al Rahahleh

Rangelands subjected to land degradation are the object of
management interventions under the GEF funded project Healthy
Ecosystems for Rangeland Development (HERD). The four-
year project aims at strengthening restoration and sustainable
management of pastoral rangelands for the provision of ecosystem
services and protection of biodiversity in Egypt and Jordan and
catalysing scale up regionally and globally.

HERD is implemented by UNEP and executed by IUCN-ROWA in
cooperation with the Hashemite Fund for the Development of Jordan
Badia (HFDJB), the Royal Botanic Garden (RBG), the Desert Research
Center (DRC), The Center for Environment and Development for the
Arab Region and Europe (CEDARE), the Ministry of Environment in
Jordan and the Ministry of Environment in Egypt.
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Al-Hazeem Reserve in Jordan is located
in the Azrag region on the border with
Saudi Arabia. HERD Project coordinated
with Al-dJawda Cooperative Association
to provide loans to community members
who participated in rehabilitation activities
within the Reserve, to support animal
feed and income-generating activities.
Abu Fadi was among 16 citizens who
benefited from the soft loans. He used the
money to purchase a small flock of Cypriot
sheep, a breed well suited to the climate
and conditions of the reserve and famous
for producing twins and sometimes triplets.
It is also characterized by the production of
a lot of milk. His sheep grew into a larger
flock within a very short period. This helped
improve his family>s livelihood and contribute
to the overall health of the rangelands.
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Sama Al-Sarhan Agricultural Dam Project, one of the «Smart
Desert» projects that relies primarily on water harvesting, solar
energy and hydroponic agriculture techniques. Support has
been provided to establish 28 greenhouses with the aim of
creating job opportunities for the locals and providing them
with guidance and expertise in aquaculture to develop various
agricultural projects.
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Smart Desert: Supporting Agricultural Entrepreneurs

lkram’s life as a mother of three children was stable and  workers, including twenty-six Syrian refugee women. She
calm until the start of the COVID pandemic in 2020. Her  made her project a decent working environment for every
husband lost his job, and the family had to move to another  woman seeking to support herself and her family.

area in the Mafrag governorate, Jordan. “l thought about ~ The smart Desert project, led by IUCN, provides support
starting farming to support my family, and | used the land  to agricultural entrepreneurs, including equipment
around the house we had recently moved to,” said Ikram. and guidance regarding the registration and licensing
The Smart Desert Project provided Ikram withagreenhouse  process,
which spared her significant losses had her crops stayed facilitating partnerships, and supporting networking in
exposed. The increased production allowed her to hire 50  the market.

linking their projects with local markets,
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lkram in her greenhouse granted by the Smart Desert Project

Jai el ads oo lgilile sLagl eiay (Ll
aleddlle Ll 5l Lo cdball alig «lgilniio dabull
oo @adiwb 1alyS] Jodi dygic ddy by Laicy) LUl
dygie Las Y Ll duaigll Sl § il
i jia aBg .duleausI! Olawdly Baswdl o L5
lraiwl lgigdhy adhill Jai Jsog Silxiis zo¥l
sl 8598y gl €Sl elonally g ayiio Josy
gelol=ll pes Lle (TUCN) dsodadl dylasd Jou|
a8 i)l alatd) Boll 3blio § el gl §
Jac g8 Bl Gagy cdeadiled ddsy¥ aslall o
Josdl B b Crwsdg plaius J50 @abig dagasr
gyl ad il gylidl o (o9 ydeig
Leegyiie ey wic JSLill jasmy al,Sl cg=lo
Bl 83l 8,88 LgJ o> maionll 28y J! A8LoYLS
(3953 Jlasy Gilsiwdl izl JI T35 ely) g ol
Jeolonll &M gl s Lagi als 2L, ¥ edls
e dgaadl Boyball 1,31 S oLl (o B5uS Oleas
cilS il duelyidl Joloedl oo 5 sjr dear Uil

2023 yais Jolyl

O gl ol oo AR § 49 el St
eluit] o ySY saml of dude Bylsis gn o LuSsig
sl 2riail] sabl ads el § olomy iyl
Jlro & clasmy Slall dasi of codlalall iyl elusd
il § 0.8 3ol ¥ ol apog dorlyslg delyll
& 6 duclyil Ol (aSinl duus jolonis ¥ LaS
SUY Ay laio «olawdl oo agasll eld sgsyg il
il J=to cgslill & Jasll Gosb 8353 «illl (oo
RIOTE ]| P T EY Y E

Bola 8ydtue laile> cils . Jlabi B3 Af ol,3]
La=rgj add 3] 2020 ple UgyeS douiler cuu i
dyyasll ddhis JI JEW Al o adly diddse
ae o) e oS » 1 Jedi Lgild &,all dadloe $
Slong] o ik el dnilondl g uuwu}g
(Gl Dl delipl 8 eadly 0,88 14 doyd 4y
] Glasil il J3ally dgomll (o 81 cllsaiule
«Lq»

eyl AlSl cpdly Loasyg cdsilodl 358 Js

Ul 36



— |
@N g Hrmment HEr{D

programme

E1giVl an) Lo @by Ll TUCN Wifo

clpoall agjilall
ual8ill duA poJl Elgill)

Wil byme of (Endangered, EN) 31,aisly by pugo s (Red List) <lpoall dodlall
Near) agagidl o g.‘_g,j‘gi‘;(Vulnerable, VU) 0.I9.Q 0|J|9 '.0“9_” LP'Q U\JQJQ-UJ' 69-1-1“ QJ..DJ

Least Concern,) sdgs s ol «(Threatened, NT

Data Deficient,) 318 xé ailiy clilsll ol of (LC dloa na Josell juanig Cilubodl }ng.n.l
(NotEvaluated NE) us doedi iy ol of «(DD IJ.”ArCLD.I LJ‘-CDQ O.LSZLLb..” 3_]'9—0-”9 CU.JJ' E|9‘_|_|J|

elpoodl daila)l yusi (dugdll dualsll (giac Lo

) 2o ol i)l ) adgise ps¥ il (0 HAl cauind odiegi 150,300 (ple aujs Lo
u.Jluk:L,a:}ﬂJ.chug $44 150, 300 (o #iST W |_w‘_||_c u0|J-°-'-|J|J 033‘8'0 |_8_|| LJ‘J-C |.8.L0 42 100

&g: 42,100 u.d_)—‘S'MpJ2023M Loy gy
Tale (@l sstuss e AL Basge il e Lgio
laivg L@Auﬁj‘a}udlglyﬂluobssd.dhgzsdidte:l
:@leg sl ol 00 37%9 «ldloyJl o 41%
(Ol ggiadl o 34%g Al U Uleidl (o0 36%g
ol (10 13%g «Olgadd] (pa 27%g
ULy @llgd! o legi 135 Lol Ly ddhia do
Baage Legi 2899 gy Sy (ol 8L Bsags
paluyg .8l aidl shsd dd s legi 4764 «ubl,aidl

More than 42,100 species
are threatened with extinction

O

That is still 28% of all assessad species
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Arabian oryx e Shaumari Reserve,
dan. This species was extirpated
Jordan in the 1930s. Conservation
s started in 1978 when 11 oryx
vere released into Shaumari Reserve.
Another reintroduction program in Wadi
Rum began in 2002.
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The Arabian Oryx formerly occurred through most
of the Arabian Peninsula. Since the early 20th
century its decline accelerated due to several
factors including hunting and trapping, until it was
considered Extinct in the Wild.

The first re-introduction of the Arabian Oryx
occurred in Oman in 1982. Subsequent re-
introductions have taken place in Saudi Arabia, the
United Arab Emirates and Jordan. It is estimated
that there are more than 1000 Arabian oryx in the
wild, with 6000-7000 held in captivity worldwide,
some in large fenced enclosures (free-roaming).
In 2011, the Arabian oryx qualified for a status move
from Endangered to Vulnerable. This was the first
time that a species which was once Extinct in the
Wild has improved in status by three full categories
on the IUCN Red List.
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The Arabian leopard, native to the Arabian Peninsula, has been listed as Critically
Endangered on the IUCN Red List. Fewer than 200 wild individuals still live in the
wild in Saudi Arabia, UAE and Yemen

The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species

Established in 1964, the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species
has evolved to become the world’s most comprehensive
information source on the global extinction risk status of animal,
plant and fungus species. It is a critical indicator of the health
of the world’s biodiversity and a powerful tool to inform and
catalyze action for conservation and policy change. It provides
information about range, population size, habitat and ecology,
use and trade, threats, and conservation actions that will help
inform necessary conservation decisions.

Currently, there are more than 150,300 species on The IUCN Red
List, with more than 42,100 species threatened with extinction,
including 41% of amphibians, 37% of sharks and rays, 36% of
reef building corals, 34% of conifers, 27% of mammals and 13%
of birds. That is still 28% of all assessed species.

The IUCN Red List is used by government agencies, wildlife
departments, NGOs, natural resource planners, educational
organizations, students, and the business community. It helps
to guide and inform future conservation and funding priorities.
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The grey wolf is native to Eurasia and North America.
Competition with humans for livestock and game
species, and habitat fragmentation pose a continued
threat to the wolf. Despite these threats, the IUCN
classifies the wolf as Least Concern on its Red List due

to its widespread range and stable population
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Every year, endangered migratory monarch butterflies
make a spectacular 4,000-kilometer journey across the
Americas
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https://doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.CH.2020.12.en
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At least 43 bee species are currently threatened with
extinction
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Over 70 wild relatives of some of the world’s most
important crops are threatened with extinction

Ahmed Shawky
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The dugong spans the waters throughout the Indo-West Pacific and is largely
dependent on seagrass communities for subsistence. Abu Dhabi has the

second largest dugong population in the world after Australia. It is listed as
Vulnerable on the IUCN Red List

2023 yaisu Jolil

Lyl Gt iging lenll nle Tjusd llln g cloll Clledy ayigilall e &ylal

Alpaidl dasgall cloll illei (o glgil duydl (ago

The illegal otter trade poses a high demand for juvenile live otters. Southeast
Asia is home to four species of otters threatened with extinction
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Hunting combined with habitat loss has pushed seven

species of primate closer to extinction, six of them occur
in West Africa
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Dragon’s blood trees endemic in Socotra
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Following IUCN’s advice, the World Heritage Committee has
urged Yemen to halt any activity that may negatively impact
the unique wildlife and landscapes of the Socotra Archipelago
World Heritage site. The country has been requested to urgently
facilitate an IUCN-UNESCO mission to the site to assess
impacts from uncontrolled developments, unsustainable fish
export and the introduction of non-native species.

Often described as the ‘most alien-looking place on Earth’
or ‘the Galdpagos of the Indian Ocean’, Socotra Archipelago
hosts exceptional biodiversity on land and sea, such as the
vulnerable dragon’s blood tree and rare coral hybrids.
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IUCN-ROWA'’s Protected
Areas, Biodiversity & World
Heritage Programme

By Natalia Boulad

With its three thematic areas, this programme
works in harmony to help ecosystems to be
resilient and continue to provide services to
secure the variety of life in West Asia.

The Protected Areas programme helps to
conserve key elements of biodiversity, plays
a significant role in social and economic
development, and embodies many practical
approaches to participatory and collaborative
management.

The World Heritage Initiative supports related
activities in the Arab States region on a broader
framework of the IUCN'’s Global World Heritage
Programme: protecting the planet’s biodiversity
and promoting effective use of its mechanisms
to strengthen the conservation and management
of natural World Heritage sites.

The Biodiversity and Business programme aims
to engage the business sector in the global
movement towards biodiversity and nature
conservation.
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Buffalos grazing in the drying Marshes of Southern Irag, a world
heritage site currently threatened by the impacts of climate change
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Wadi Rum in Jordan is a UNESCO world heritage site. Its successful future is dependent on managing to balance conservation of natural and
cultural heritage with the maintenance of traditional livelihoods and sustainable tourism that benefits the local Bedouin communities
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The third report of its kind since 2015, Tabe’a Il documents
progress, challenges and opportunities for protecting
outstanding natural areas in the Arab States through the World
Heritage Convention. It is part of a cooperative programme by
IUCN and the Arab Regional Centre for World Heritage.The
Arab region currently boasts eight World Heritage sites listed for
their natural values. These include diverse natural landscapes,
from deserts where rare species withstand extreme conditions
to wetlands providing refuge to migratory birds and seascapes
hosting an abundant diversity of marine life.
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By Ali Hayajneh

to water management.

Water and Climate Change Program

This IUCN-ROWA's program promotes good governance of
these two issues in the region. It helps countries strengthen their
national capacities to review existing legal frameworks or adopt
new ones to manage water resources in a sustainable manner.
It also contributes directly to the World Water Programme, an
international effort by IUCN to implement a systematic approach
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The Royal Commission for Al-Ula (RCU), which is regenerating
a vast swathe of north-west Saudi Arabia as a leading global
destination for cultural and natural heritage, has been officially
announced in 2022 as a government member of IUCN. This
will support RCU’s strategy to conserve nature and wildlife by
creating and activating nature reserves to protect ecosystems,
fragile habitats and biodiversity; restoring and enhancing
degraded ecosystems and ecological processes; and
reintroducing native species.
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Join [IUCN Membership!

IUCN harnesses the knowledge, resources
and reach of more than 1,400-member
organizations from over 170 countries. These
include states and government agencies,
NGOs, indigenous peoples> organizations,
scientific and academic institutions and
business associations.

By joining IUCN, members benefit from the
Union’s scientific credibility, its unsurpassed
knowledge base and convening power,
extensive networking opportunities and
access to high-level political, economic
and social decision making. With its vast
portfolio of projects and strong track record
and relationships with donors, IUCN has an
unparalleled ability to bring members into
project work.

IUCN
WORLD -
CONSERVATION

COMNGRESS
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Members networking during IUCN World Congress, Marseille, September 2021
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Let’s Work Together to Face Environmental
Challenges and Climate Change

By Fadi Ghanem

Established in 1996, the IUCN National Committee in Lebanon is
implementing its national strategy, based on the unified agenda
approved by IUCN in Marseille. The Union’s 2020-2030 vision is to
protect land, water and oceans, and to face climate change, with a
main focus on human beings.

The National Committee’s strategy includes three main pathways:
First, member networking and capacity building. Second,
documenting available information on biological diversity, and
placing it in a unified database with the Ministry of Environment, the
National Council for Scientific Research and all concerned parties.
Third, supporting the development of conservation policies, and
promoting the establishment of reserves.

The National Committee is cooperating with experts, civil society,
national and regional authorities, to implement its national strategy
and face the challenges of climate change. One evidence of
success is supporting the Hima (protected area) initiative that is
expanding throughout Lebanon.
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A turtle layed eggs in Hima Shimlan

Reviving the Hima Approach in the Arab Region

Hima (Arabic for protected area) is a traditional system
of nature and resource conservation that originated
in the Arabian Peninsula more than 1,500 years ago.
Amid harsh environmental conditions and scarcity of
resources in this region, tribes have dedicated Himas
that were managed wisely to secure livelihoods.

The Society for the Protection of Nature in Lebanon
(SPNL) is pursuing the revival of the Hima system in
the Arab region. It has established 29 Himas across
Lebanon in cooperation with municipalities and local
communities. It gained national and international

recognition, as Hima was officially classified as a fourth
category of protected areas in Lebanon, and the
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
recognized it as one of the historic achievements
in protecting nature. Assad Serhal, SPNL Director
General, was awarded IUCN Honorary Membership in
2020.

Hima activities include sustainable practices in
agriculture, grazing, water use, hunting and fishing.
This enables societies to become more sustainable
and resilient to climate change.
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Wadi Lovers: The Story of a
Omani Couple Who Wouldn’t
Leave the Canyon

By Khalid Abdulmalak

“l spent my weekends in the last 27 years
roaming around this magnificent land full of
history and stunning landscape,” says Khalid
Abdulmalak, a Lebanese dental surgeon,
turned explorer, living in Oman. He was always
looking for abandoned old settlements whose
inhabitants moved out in search for “modern
comfort”.

Here, he tells the story of an old couple he met
15 years ago while exploring a wadi (Arabic
for canyon) in Al Dakhiliyah governorate.
Musabbah Al Jamoodi and his wife Nasra
lived in the caves of Dmeitha hamlet in Wadi
al Hijri, moving from one place to another in
search of grazing land for their goats. “We
decided to remain in our village when the rest
of our relatives moved to the city,” Musabbah
said. “We had everything we needed there,
including water flowing in the wadi all year
round and enough grass to feed our animals.”
Once a month, the couple travelled to Nizwa,
the capital of the governorate, to sell chickens,
eggs and dairy products and buy provisions of
rice, dates, fruits and vegetables. In addition,
the army supplied the hermit couple with food
for more than 15 years.

Two years ago, medical concerns forced them
to leave their secluded haven and resettle in
Tanuf, the closest town to their paradise. “l go
back to the wadi regularly, even alone, just to
spend one night or two in our house. | really
miss that life,” a nostalgic Nasra said.
Musabbah, too, still goes on regular walks
in the wadi to check on his bees. He has
adopted the wadi bees and can tell exactly
where beehives could be found. In his new
home in Tanuf, he receives his guests in the
garden, even when the temperature is above
40 degrees Celsius. “I can’t sit inside the house
with these machines blowing cold air in my
face,” he said, pointing at the air-conditioners.
“I'd rather stay in the open air.”

Khalid Abdulmalak with Musabbah and his wife aiajg sl go “llallauc alla
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Perennial water pool in wadi Al Hijri near Dmeitha
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Khalid Abdulmalak Going down into a Falaj Dawoodi 20 meters deep
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Aflaj: The Secret of
Oman’s Greenery

In every Omani village there is a person
called “wakil” who is in charge of
the fair distribution of the Falaj water
among inhabitants. This goes back for
centuries. The falaj (aflaj in plural), is a
channel or tunnel that brings water from
springs or rivers to the village. There are
about 4000 aflaj in Oman, some more
than 50 meters deep.
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Memories of Ras El Matn
By Youssef Abdul Samad (YAS)

A bird over Lamartine Valley  (uijlod (5alg g4 joanc

YAS remembers his mountainous village where he was born in
1940 and grew up before he emigrated to New York where he
currently resides. “Home” is the first word in his dictionary «From
Ras El Matn to Broadway.” The forest was the playground of his
childhood. The village is located in the richest forested area in
Lebanon, with dozens of species of evergreen trees and herbs that
surpass medicines and perfumes.

During winter, the shoveling of snow from the roofs and roads was
carried out by the village young men, starting with the homes of the
elderly, leaving their homes for the last rounds. At night, the family
would gather near the wood stove around one big straw plate to
eat dinner. Evenings were spent in collective reading and telling of
historical stories, ancestral legends and poetry.

In spring, buds of vines and trees open, birds build their nests and
lay their eggs.

Summer harvest days are sweetened by girls carrying baskets and
jars at sunset to pick delicious fruits and bring water to the house.
Under the moonlight, songs are sung and poems are improvised.
Beirut residents and expatriates return to the village for summer,
adding a special flavor to rural life.

During fall, farmers reap the delicious fruits of their gardens. It is
also time to harvest olives and produce olive oil. Pine cones are
picked and placed on roofs, waiting for the spring sun to open
them and bring out the black seeds. These are broken to get the
white cores.This was the livelihood of Ras El Matn community,
a homogeneous mix of Druzes and Christians who shared and
treasured social customs and traditions. It was fortunate for YAS
to witness and practice these enjoyable rural experiences of old
happy days of which only a reminder is left.

Youssef Abdul Samad (YAS) is founding member of the New Pen League in
New York. He donated a land in his Lebanese village Ras el Matn to establish
a Hima Park.
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The Cherry Blossom, Japan’s Unofficial
National Flower: Relating Japanese
Satoyama to Lebanese Hima

By Miho Shirai

The relationship between the Japanese people and cherry
blossoms goes back to ancient times. The country has specific
places known for them, such as the village of Oono in Hyugo
Province. Here, a 4-kilometer avenue was planted with cherries
on both sides, making the village a major ecotourism destination.
In Lebanon, Hammana is known as the “cherry village” where
a variety of cherry trees are cultivated. Like Ono in Japan, the
Hammana annual cherry festival in June attracts thousands of
visitors, fostering a sense of pride among the community. The
Hammana Hima Farm program, directed by the Society for the
Protection of Nature in Lebanon (SPNL), promotes sustainable
agriculture and best farming practices.

Forests account for 70% of Japan’s area. People have
traditionally coexisted with nature through sustainable
management of fields in Satoyamas, which are communities
adjacent to forests. People here take care of both forests and
their farmlands to protect ecosystems, and therefore around
40% of Japan’s forest area is planted forest.

In Lebanon, there are around 30 Himas, an Arabic word
for protected areas, managed by municipalities and local
communities in cooperation with SPNL. They make up
around 8% of the country area. In the past 100 years, forest
area fell from 70% to just 13% of land area. Tree planting and
protecting existing forests are powerful means to help nature
regenerate.

It is not too late, as an old proverb goes: “The best time to plant
a tree was 20 years ago. The second-best time is now.”

Miho Shirai is socio-economic development project coordinator
at Japan’s Embassy in Lebanon.
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Miho Shirai under a cherry tree in her home city Kobe,
Japan, and planting a cherry tree in Hammana, Lebanon
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The Himas of Lebanon (2)

Reviving the Hima approach that involves
local communities in the management of their
natural resources is at the heart of SPNLs
work. Hima is a traditional approach practiced
by Arab tribes since ancient times, to protect
vital areas from the depletion of their nature
and resources through hunting, grazing,
overexploitation and conflicts. So far, 30 Himas
have been established throughout Lebanon
in cooperation with municipalities. SPNL
trains groups of young Homat al Hima (Hima
Keepers) to protect nature, flora and fauna and
natural resources in their villages. This feature
introduces a group of Himas in Lebanon and
highlights their natural importance. The first
issue of Al Hima magazine featured another
group of Himas, and the next issue will feature
the rest.
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by the society to sustainably deliver water in summer to the cane swamp
that contributes to natural purification of the river water
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Together We Save the Litani River
By Wassim E| Khatib

REUTERS/Mohamed Azakir

The Litani is undoubtedly the longest, largest and most
important river in Lebanon. With its basin encompassing 20
percent of the Lebanese territory, is a major source of water
and hydroelectric power and a pillar of unique biodiversity.
Unfortunately, for three decades, pollution has swept a large
part of the river as a result of the illegal discharge of sewage,
industrial, agricultural and slaughterhouse wastewater.
SPNUs cooperation with the Litani River Authority (LRA)
led to signing a MoU for cooperation in protecting fisheries,
conducting studies to improve the management of water

resources used in irrigation, organizing fishing and hunting,
and educating and training farmers. The agreement noted
in particular the activation of the Hima system in the Litani
River basin and the establishment of a national Hima on the
LRA properties to ensure the growth of the largest diversity
of forest trees, plants and animals.

SPNL established its Fish and Wildlife Unit to monitor
the status of the river, communicate with municipalities in
its basin and implement an awareness plan and training
courses on sustainable practices for local communities. The
aim is restoring the river and promoting the wise use of its
water in agriculture, fishing and grazing.
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Signing an MoU between the Litani River Authority, the
Lebanese Environmental Forum, SPNL and Amwaj
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In 2021, a large number of carp fish died in Qaraoun Lake. The SPNL

expert identified the causative virus, and the organization contributed to the
extraction of more than 70 tons of dead fish. SPNL also established the Fish
and Wildlife Unit for monitoring and studying such cases
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Mount Hermon Nature Reserve

In November 2022, the Mount Hermon Nature Reserve was
launched with the aim of preserving its nature, fauna and
flora, especially endangered and unique endemic species.
The Lebanese Parliament had approved a law in 12/30/2020

to create this reserve.

Mount Hermon is considered one of the important biodiversity
areas in the Mediterranean basin. Covered with snow most of
the year, it forms one of the largest groundwater reservoirs in
the region. In addition to wild trees that have become rare in
Lebanon, the site features more than 100 species of medicinal
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plants. It is home to endemic species of mammals such as
wolves, hyenas and wild cats threatened with extinction in
Lebanon. It is also a crossing point for migratory birds.

In April 2023, the Ministry of Environment launched the

Environmental Corridor between Mount Hermon Nature

Reserve and the Chouf Biosphere Reserve. Environmental
corridors contribute to protecting biodiversity and
addressing climate change, in addition to securing safe
habitats for birds and wild animals, preserving soils and
enhancing groundwater reserves.
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A Night in Mount Hermon

By André Béchara

majesty, grandeur and... inaccessibility.

the west.

landscape.

Surrounded by a mystical aura, Andre wondered how to climb this
symbolic mountain separating Lebanon and Syria, 2814 meters of

Looking for a guide, he was told about Mehdi, a man who knew
the mountain like the back of his hand. At dawn they were on the
rugged and treacherous track leading to the summit. They arrived
at sunset, set up their tents and Andre headed for a promontory to
witness the magic of Mount Hermon. 360 degrees of breathtaking
views: Palestine, Jordan and the Golan Heights to the south and
east, the Begaa Plain and Taim Valley with the peaks of Mount
Lebanon to the north-west, and the blue of the Mediterranean to

The sun was setting, peaks were tinged with rose, a sea of clouds
under his feet hid the plain, the tangent light of the last rays met
the first stars in the sky. Magical was the term to describe this
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Spring Migration:
Challenges for birds in Lebanon
By Adonis El Khatib

Lebanon is considered the second most important passageway
for migratory birds in the world, with more than 200 species
crossing during the spring and autumn seasons. Spring
migration is very sensitive and brings great challenges because
this is the breeding season for birds: choosing a partner, building
a nest, laying eggs and raising young. Hunting in this season
causes severe damage and threatens migratory species. Birds
are hunted in Lebanon in large numbers and often in illegal
manner. However, with the efforts of the Anti-Poaching Unit
(APU) in cooperation with sustainable hunters, there are now
semi-safe areas for migratory birds.
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The Antipoaching Unit patrols bird resting areas
and documents violations
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Bird migration:

A Natural Wonder

Every year, thousands of bird species
leave their homes in search of food in
a round trip that covers thousands of
kilometers.
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Based on a notification submitted by sustainable
hunters in the towns of Naameh, Barja and Damour,
APU removed 700 meters of nets in cooperation with
Lebanese security forces. The nets were confiscated
and legal procedures were taken in coordination with
the Environmental Public Prosecutor.

APU: Bird’s Friend, Poacher’s Foe

By Shirine Bou Raffoul

The Anti-Poaching Unit, established by SPNL and MESHC,
monitors Lebanese areas where birds are killed, by long-
range photography and recruiting sustainable hunters who
watch over these areas. It conducts field patrols and inspects
violations boasted by poachers on social media. APU
established a legal prosecution department where allegations
are filed and testimonies are presented in courts, to ensure
penalties for those who do not comply with warnings and
continue to violate law. This is done in partnership with CABS
International and police.
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A Roman sarcophagus in Ain Harsha, Rashaya district
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Terhal hikers in Manara, West Bekaa
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Terhal Trek: Journey of a Lifetime
By Hamada Malaeb

This trek follows the path that shepherds have been taking
for generations, in spring and autumn, guiding their livestock
through the majestic Western and Anti Lebanon Mountain
Ranges. Al Terhal (Arabic for transhumance) is a tradition
recognized by UNESCO as a precious cultural heritage.

Hamada Malaeb cites his experience in the inaugural Al Terhal
Trek Expedition, a remarkable crossing of Boukaat Loubnan
Trail taking hikers through untamed wilderness and pristine
areas, far from the usual tourist paths. It is a network of
long-distance trails stretching from Deir el Ahmar in Bekaa
to enchanting Chebaa and Hiberiyeh in the South, offering
an unparalleled opportunity to traverse diverse landscapes
revealing the true beauty of Lebanon in its most authentic form.
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Asaad Adel Serhal
Wildlife Photography
Prize 2023

By Adonis Khatib

This competition was organized for the third
year by the Middle East Sustainable Hunting
Center in Lebanon (MESHC) for responsible
hunters shooting with cameras. It was
established in 2021 in honor of the director
general of the Society for the Protection of
Nature in Lebanon (SPNL), a former hunter
who became a global symbol of nature
protection.
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Testimonials of youths from Mansoura village on the bank the Litani River,
which brought many bounties to the Bekaa Valley but has become a source
of diseases as a result of wastewater, industrial and agricultural pollution.
Despite all this, there remains a watchful eye on our nature, that of SPNL
and its Wildlife and Fish Unit, bringing together and training local youth in a
mission to preserve biodiversity.

“SPNL helps us in many sophisticated, useful and entertaining ways to
achieve our common goal, which is to preserve the beauty and splendor of
our nature while improving our economic conditions.”

(Testimonials by Michel Bechara, Rita Skaf and Melissa Jawish)
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SPNLU’s Fish and Wildlife Unit team conducted field visits for Homat al Hima
in West Bekaa zone, to Litani River Authority, Qaraoun Dam and Abdel Aal
powerplant. The site officials explained the work being done and the youth
learned about water treatment and hydropower. In Aana village, a potential
Hima site, the unit organized an interactive educational day targeting
children, to raise awareness about the importance of wetlands and wildlife.
In Hima Mansoura and Qoleileh the kids learned about the impact of
garbage on aquatic environment and simple ways to preserve water in
their daily routines.
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Do you wish to support the Biblical Garden in Shimlan
and the Quranic garden in Kayfoun? Your donation
will help the completion of the two gardens, providing
visitors with a unique joyful experience throughout the
year. Projects include planting and protecting species
mentioned in the two Holy Books, organic farming,
opening trails and spaces for meditation and enjoying
the natural landscape.

Contact: news@spnl.org
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Hammana Shaghour
By Chadi Saad

The Shaghour cascade gushes out at an altitude of 1,300 meters
and flows through Hammana village in Mount Lebanon, forming the
first tributary of the Beirut River which pours into the Mediterranean
Sea. The course of its water from the source to the estuary is about 18
kilometers long, including 5 kilometers within Hammana. For millenia,
villagers drank from the Shaghour and irrigated their orchards and
gardens. So far, they were able to protect it from pollution, preserving
their natural treasure and heritage.
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Under the Hima Farm Program,
seedlings were distributed in Ras el
Matn and Hammana. The farmers
planted cucumbers, tomatoes,
peppers, zucchini, eggplants, thyme,
etc. SPNL is working with them on a
sustainable pre-plantation approach:
what variety to choose and how to
plant it.
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Aiming to revive and preserve traditional
skills in Hima villages, the Homat al
Hima International Center conducted a
workshop on bead embroidery for local
women in West Bekaa.
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Hotels SPNL is collaborating with:
Court & Suites 1866
Smallville hotel
Saifi suites
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SPNL Brings Hima to Beirut

By Karim Yassin

SPNL is cooperating with hotels for a broader exposure of its mission
and environment friendly products. Its publications and gadgets are
displayed in prominent places that attract attention, while providing
the hotel with a green service to its guests. Among SPNL displayed
products are environmental books and posters, pins in the form of
plants and animals some of which are endangered, T-shirts bearing
environmental messages or drawings, organic soap made from
natural oils, and handicrafts produced by Hima locals in Lebanese
villages. (SPNL products can also be checked and purchased
online via https://soukalhima.spnl.org)
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La Bokra Mouneh:

By Ghada Ghazal

valuable time in the Hima and land.

young locals.

Hima Ras el Matn Local Produce

This is the story of LaBokra (for tomorrow) mouneh atelier in Ras
el Matn, Mount Lebanon, which opened in August 2022 with
three goals: providing local women with independence and a
production opportunity, securing Hima farmers a market to sell
their products, and offering young people jobs on weekends and

Today, the workshop produces about 100 varieties of local
“mouneh” products, including distillates, pickles, jams, dried
fruits and vegetables. It provides work for eight women and a
project manager, and cooperates with 15 farmers from the Hima
and neighbouring villages, in addition to five Homat al Hima
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PLANTS OF THE HOLY KORAN
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