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From the Editor

“Think globally, act locally” is a universal principle
adopted by SPNL, but the organization goes beyond
to think locally and work globally as well, in cooperation
with local communities and international organizations.
It is with this in mind that Homat Al Hima International
(HHI) was founded. This issue highlights inspiring
ventures to protect nature while improving the lives
of communities, and success stories of collaboration
with the European Union, Leo Burnett, CABS, BirdLife
International, IUCN, and other partners.

Raghida Haddad
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Non-Governmental Organisations working for nature
in over 110 countries. SPNL is BirdLife in Lebanon
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The Society for the Protection of Nature in Lebanon (SPNL) is
one of the oldest environmental NGOs in the country. Estab-
lished in 1983 and licensed by the Ministry of Interior by deci-
sion no. 6/AD dated 8/1/1986, SPNL is the national partner of
BirdLife International and member of the International Union for
Conservation of Nature (IUCN).

Since its start, SPNL has been advocating the establishment
of protected areas in cooperation with relevant ministries. It is
now focused on reviving the Hima approach, which has been
prevalent in the Arab region for more than 1,500 years, based
on community engagement in protecting nature, resources and
biodiversity. This is realized by integrating traditional knowledge
and practices with modern scientific research. To date, 31 hi-
mas have been established throughout Lebanon in cooperation
with municipalities. Moreover, SPNL has a long experience in
avifauna and biodiversity research, outreach, education and
awareness, advocacy and networking, and community devel-
opment. It has significantly contributed to raising awareness
about environmental issues and conservation in Lebanon.
www.spnl.org www.hor ima.com r pnl.org
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What Is the Hima?

The Hima is a traditional system of resource tenure that has been
practised for more than 1400 years in the Arabian Peninsula. It is the
most widespread and longstanding indigenous/traditional conserva-
tion institution in the Middle East, and perhaps on Earth! The Arabic
word “hima” literally means “a protected area”. In pre-Islamic times,
access to this place was declared forbidden by the individual or
group who owned it. Later its meaning evolved to signify a rangeland
reserve, a piece of land set aside seasonally to allow regeneration.
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SPML THE WORLD LEADER IN HIMA REVIVAL
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Reserves and Himas
Are the Lungs of Lebanon

By Assad Serhal

Forty years ago, while specializing in ecology and wildlife
management at Oklahoma State University, | presented a
study in cooperation with IUCN about the need to establish a
network of nature reserves in Lebanon. Upon my return to my
homeland in 1982, | was surprised by the presence of a State
Ministry for Environmental Affairs, through which | got to know
members of the Bentael Reserve. Appointed as a consultant,
| worked hard to enter this reserve in the IUCN membership
the following year.

That was the beginning of my contribution, along with other
believers, to the implementation of the reserve project in
Lebanon, despite the dire war conditions. We founded SPNL
in 1983 with a main goal to protect wildlife, establish natural
reserves, and spread environmental awareness. In 1993, the
Lebanese Environment Forum was officially launched with a
nucleus of seven environmental NGOs, and the Ministry of
Environment (MoE) was established in Lebanon. An ambitious
project to manage reserves was developed in cooperation
with [UCN, UNDP and the MoE.

Since the 1990s, along with its original activities, SPNL
has been working to revive the Hima system as a means
to preserve biological diversity and natural resources. This
inherited tradition of land use was practiced in Arab countries
for more than 1500 years. It ensures sustainable use of
natural resources while preserving the environment’s ability to
replenish itself (https://www.spnl.org.hima/).

Today, there are 31 himas spread across Lebanon, applying
sustainable grazing and hunting, water management,
responsible agriculture and tourism, and protection of
biodiversity and forests. The Parliament issued a law that
classifies Hima as one of four categories of protected areas.
We have great hope for a better future for wildlife, nature
and people in Lebanon, thanks to the efforts of dedicated
custodians in environmental NGOs, nature reserves, himas
and natural parks, linking them together through the Hima
Trails program and the BioConnect project.

Asaad Serhal is Director General of the Society for the Protection of
Nature in Lebanon (SPNL), Chairman of Homat Al Hima International (HHI)
and International Advisor to BirdLife International.
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Pollinating Heroes

There are more than 100,000 species of small

creatures that pollinate plants, especially bees, wasps,
flies, butterflies, beetles and moths, in addition to

about 1,000 species of mammals, birds, reptiles and
amphibians. But pollinators around the world are
declining due to threats such as pesticide poisoning,
habitat loss, disease and climate change. The loss of
bee populations in particular poses a major threat to the
agricultural system, food security, and the ecosystems
that support wildlife.

Michael Whitehead
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Heidi and Hans Juergen Kochminden Pictures

Royal Society
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“© 7 “TheSchoolsWithoutWalls (SNOW) project, acooperation
- . between the Ministry of Education and SPNL, involves
L - students in environmental activities, walking in nature,
e ; learning about its treasures, beauties, and services, and
! o contributing to its protection. Congratulations on your

: A efforts to involve schools in extracurricular activities
e o where the youth learn the educational and psychological
‘ii'.":. o ~  benefits of nature and start volunteer work to protect the

——_“envitonment. |

~H.E. Dr. Abbas Al-Halabi .
Ministel_' of Education and Higher Education
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A field trip organized by SPNL for

students to the Litani River and the
Qaraoun Dam
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The first natural park project in
Lebanon, the Beirut River Valley -
Upper Matn, was launched on 27 April
2024. The event was organized by the
Society for the Protection of Nature in
Lebanon (SPNL) and the municipality
of Ras El Matn, under the patronage of
the Minister of Environment Dr. Nasser
Yassin and MP Hadi Boulhosn, and in
the presence of mayors, NGOs and
interested parties.

The Upper Matn Association for
Environment and Sustainable
Development (MESD) had launched
the initial project idea in cooperation
with  SPNL and Ras El Matn
Municipality. In February 2024, a
cooperation protocol was signed
with the IUCN National Committee to
establish a natural environmental park
for the area along the banks of Beirut

River.
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Homat Al Hima are renowned for their love of
challenges and adventures. In a recent expedition,
a team of climbers, including Hamada Malaeb,
manager of SPNL's Hima Trails for Peace, reached
the summit of Mount Kilimanjaro, Africa’s highest
peak at an elevation of 5,895 meters, where he
proudly raised SPNLs banner.
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School With No Walls

By Andre Bechara

SNOW program forges an indissoluble bond between young
minds and the environment. Initiated by SPNL with the vision
of integrating environmental education into the heart of the
education system, it quickly demonstrated its transformative
impact, touching not only students but also teachers.

The accession of the Ministry of Education to the SNOW
program marked a decisive step in its expansion. This
official recognition has made it possible to broaden its
application to public schools. Cooperation with AL Manar
Modern School in Ras el Maten constitutes a milestone in
this expansion. By becoming the first Hima Green School,
it sets an inspiring precedent for integrating SNOW into the
school curriculum.

More than 3,800 students from private and public
schools across Lebanon have benefited from SNOW,
demonstrating its undeniable success. The team aspires to
see each Lebanese school obtain the Hima Green School
label, representing deep commitment to environmental
preservation, sustainable education and social responsibility.
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Ramzi Saidi in the Shouf Cedars Reserve. He cofounded and guided SPNL
and was a pillar of nature conservation until he passed away in 2018.
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In 2013, SPNL received HABITAT’s ‘best practice’ award for its work at
Qoleilen Hima site, southern Lebanon, preserving the coast and improving
living conditions for local people. That same year, the Arab Hima system, which
SPNL has been reviving since 2004, was classified by BirdLife International
among the 20 most important global achievements in the history of preserving
birds and natural habitats.
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The Committee Against Bird Murder (CABS) raises the
alarm: every year an estimated three to five million migratory
birds from Europe are killed by poachers in Lebanon,
including ringed birds from Germany.

Together with the Society for the Protection of Nature
in Lebanon (SPNL), German animal rights activists are
fighting against the slaughter and for the perpetrators to be
punished. The committee not only documents the annual
massacre, but has set up bird protection camps on site,
gives courses for game wardens and police officers, and
monitors markets, restaurants and the Internet for trade in
protected birds.

Lebanon is centrally located on the so-called eastern
migration route, one of the most important routes for
migratory birds from Central and Eastern Europe.
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Established Himas in Lebanon
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From Hima to Hima, snowshoeing across Lebanon’s peaks
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Louis Junior Saad (right), Andre Bechara and Nabil Makarem
on the Dream Trail between Hammana and Ras el Matn
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Two experts from SPNL study plant diversity
along the Peace Trail in Kfarmatta
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A furnace used in ancient times for burning stone to produce lime
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Hima Trails for Peace:
Go Hima to Hima across
Lebanon

By Louis Junior Saad

Nature and culture are two sides of the Hima
coin, and Hima Trails are the arteries that
connect 31 himas scattered across Lebanon,
established by the Society for the Protection
of Nature in Lebanon (SPNL) in cooperation
with  municipalities and local communities.
The vision is to connect all Himas through
already found trails that our ancestors used
for transportation, and to identify and maintain
the uniqueness of each village, showcasing the
unique beauty and biodiversity it holds within
its embrace.

“Hima Trails for Peace” emerged from SPNLs
“Hima to Hima” program, which also aims to
enhance the capacities of local communities
in eco-tourism by empowering local guides,
improving guest houses, and preparing
practical maps.

Each village along the routes offers a variety
of activities, from hiking and canoeing to
swimming and snowshoeing, providing ample
opportunities for recreation and exploration. The
biodiversity of these villages allows enthusiasts
to discover diverse ecosystems and observe
unique wildlife, including birdwatching and
agricultural practices. Additionally, visitors can
indulge in authentic cuisine unique to each
region. Going Hima to Hima on Hima Trails
for Peace is an experience that pleases all the
senses and awakens the adventurer within you.

wig)a dbbyya
oM uwoall
srallg uiopat
ajglaall

&bl dug, 8l jaslasdl Je egadl blws 8yole
Lagio ISy dbl

Ao bl Sl puw sy SPNL (§ (gwolais| ald
’ 480y sgasdl

ooy 194489 s9u0y i wiall el jadg
7€ Za=lg Byl deoal GlS Wl yons iyl Gows
180 dygljy dlads drolygily sBlio pudd yoiall wlile
i W daasw duils Oliluw odis gg .4y
wulasidl dlgwg dial Lo 8 pg) 2991 oo (a8l Yl 898
O)L’) M)S L_JJ..\_” (KW u(ll./.u.] CLU Los 4.2.ub.l| @
‘_9 dlimiYl ddyasdly odus @ ATyl cuu.s._xll
Lol oyl Gow ‘_9 (u.ob:J'))d.ts)Ul 48309 odlads
e Jbl pagsell zso Sl sl dislis Lisyas S
Yaii csodl JI 5 dsasms (ro Gouddl dihis JolS
30 BI6 SN Ys00 (el 8h e gl slass ]
Aidlogyllg dxbiindll Guolodly @11 ool gl

oo dasly 958 se ddyyb «pdadl Cior @i
aglain ul.vg.a.u.-.o.t lylwes @ ¢ cpeiodus s>
&lil Jasy S laals Ay g.%lg.n a9 (gl
sjr zid i adg J,gsu.ad.)_).u.qplasl Lml.ba‘alubl.w.o
losdia (lg) Jeto ¥ Al ojlonil aie y30y g cdio
Jlolg guyllg d8lausly u,:.i.ll Old Zoeud e dxd
&b ‘_9 @ Ldmu)b.mb GAJ)LU.LU ldgd u&u.b.”
A.).C)Loug agdl u.ul),__,a} Y |d.u 3l @.u;.v.” RN}
053k dlsyy 4l oS Lilas as JI 39—»09‘ s
35 Lo plsi ¥ s «uarogloS 199iu S of oo
8dgd Hlsly Llas o @bl Gydn wic dsmudn]l
uilagy Ul tiall Sy a3 ol e g oSl

Trail Mapping for Hima( Kfarmata).
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Uncovering an old trench in Kayfoun

Exploring Hima Trails:
SPNL’s Gift to Aley District

By Hamad Raja Malaeb

In the beautiful Aley district of Mount Lebanon,
a special story is unfolding along Droub Al Hima
trails. These aren't just paths, they are magic
threads weaving nature, people and history
together.

The Society for the Protection of Nature (SPNL)
believes that these trails can offer a special
journey for everyone. It wants people to walk
them and enjoy nature while keeping it safe.
SPNL is working with mayors and communities
of eight villages to connect them together by
Hima Trails, just like connecting dots on a big
map! Trails also connect people to jobs, as
locals can sell their produce and artifacts or
be tour guides. In the end, Hima trails are not
just paths. They help all - the land, people and
traditions - to stay happy and safe. They are like
a big hug from nature, and SPNL is making sure
this hug lasts for a long, long time.
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Solar PV system in Kayfoun, and solar belt around Kfarmatta Municipal Stadium, to pump water from the town wells.

The two projects were funded by Germany through KFW in partnership with UNDP

Hima for Peace Unites Mount Lebanon
In the Fight Against Climate Change

By Fatima Hayek

SPNL has initiated an innovative movement in Mount Lebanon that
links environmental conservation with the pursuit of peace. Hima for
Peace is forging bonds among communities, promaoting cooperation
over shared natural resources and enhancing community resilience.
Central to SPNL's approach is the concept of Hima, an ancient
Arabic term for protected areas that embodies harmony between
humans and nature.

SPNL embarked on a comprehensive climate change vulnerability
assessment in the region, that provided a holistic understanding of
the complex interactions between climate change and ecosystem
dynamics, guiding subsequent conservation and peacebuilding
efforts. A pivotal landmark was the signing of the Hima Charter
by eight villages, a pact symbolizing their collective commitment
to prioritize sustainable practices and biodiversity conservation,
in order to safeguard their environment and mitigate the adverse
impacts of climate change. The installation of communal solar-
powered water pumping systems in Kayfoun and Kfarmatta is a
promising example of harnessing renewable energy.

SPNL is also creating green spaces and eco-tourism opportunities.
Among these are Hima Trails for Peace connecting villages together,
the Quranic Garden in Kayfoun, the Biblical Garden in Chemlan,
and the Lavender Garden in Souk el Gharb.

Through such initiatives, SPNL is not just conserving nature and
mitigating climate change, it's also nurturing a culture of dialogue
and cooperation that lays the foundation for lasting peace.
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The Otter trail Connecting Hima Anjar
to Hima Kfar Zabad

By André Bechara

The first sighting of an otter in Anjar in 2007, captured feeding
on fish by a restaurant surveillance camera, prompted SPNL
to launch an in-depth investigation and initiate conservation
measures for this endangered species. The Anjar-Kfar Zabad
wetlands, considered among the last few in the Mediterranean,
provide is a diverse habitat for their flora and fauna, including fish,
turtles, crabs, birds, and mammals, including endangered species
such as the river otter and Syrian canary.

At the heart of conservation and environmental awareness efforts,
the Otter Trail developed by SPNL stands out as a true pearl of
initiative, weaving a tangible link between the Hima communities
of Anjar and Kfar Zabad, and embodying the quintessence of
Mediterranean natural beauty. Its very existence is the fruit of the
perseverance and passion of Homat al Hima, local guardians
dedicated to the preservation of their natural heritage.

Since the birth of the first Hima in Ebl el Sagi in 2004, SPNL's
objective of creating hiking trails within and between Himas is to
forge deeper links between man and nature, while revealing the
hidden treasures of Lebanon.
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BE PART OF THE
SOLUTION

PICK YOUR HIMA/
SPECIES

ADOPT / DONATE

The symbolic adoption is a strong commitment: through your donation,
you contribute in a sustainable way to the projects that the SPNL carries
out for the survival of the species and/or Hima site you have chosen, and
you support our essential nature conservation work in Lebanon.
www.spnl.org/donate/

Adopt a species by donating to the SPNL to support our conservation
work in Lebanon and receive an illustration and/or a designed item
produced by the SPNL/HHI.

HIMA SERVICES

Homat Al Hima International proudly operates in many areas and enables
individuals to connect with nature and wildlife. We offer a range of
services such as consulting, excursions, film shooting, and sale of natural
products. You can ask for customized services, and we will be pleased to
assist you and meet your specific needs. To that end, kindly find below
our contact details:

Website: www.homatalhima.com
Contact us: www.homatalhima.com/contact/

CONTACT

MAIN OFFICE

MLHC
Kayfoun, Mount Lebanon, +961 5 271 041

OTHER CENTERS

HHIC
West Bekaa, Kherbet Kanafar

news(dspnl.org
www.spnl.org

wi Sl

Homat Al Hima International: Leaders
in Conservation with Top Consultants

For over 30 years, The Society for the Protection of Nature (SPNL)
and Homat Al Hima International (HHI) have been reviving Himas.
These are protected areas where communities live and meet
their needs without compromising their natural environment.
We help communities take a respectful approach to nature and
adopt a sustainable economic model.

Making an impact across the globe: With offices in Lebanon,
UAE, KSA and New York, our goal is to export the Hima model
internationally. HHI-SPNL proudly operate in many fields where
individuals can connect with nature and wildlife.

Consulting: We provide a wide range of advice: Creation of a
Hima, protected area management through community based
participatory approaches (capacity building for local conservation
groups and youth).

Hima training: biodiversity monitoring, flora and fauna identification,
bird identification and monitoring, water conservation, sustainable
agriculture and grazing, responsible hunting, landscape, business
and event planning, social media, leadership and team building,
conflict resolution and management...

Ecotourism: Group management, guides training, bird watching,
wild photography, archery, rope courses, star watching and
astronomy, canoeing, safety...

Excursions: In a sustainable approach, we propose excursions
based on eco-responsible travel, providing an unforgettable
experience that combines the discovery of natural beauty with an
awareness of its importance to humans and the ecosystem.
Filming: HHI's experts have produced several international fim
series, adventure documentaries and nature-related TV spots. These
can be oriented to nature and animal shots, ethnographic subjects,
travel or discovery, interviews, even commercials committed to the
protection of an endangered species, site or tradition.

Products: Our natural products are linked to our Himas, to help
the community and enhance nature preservation. We promote
food products, handicrafts, soaps and cosmetics related to the
Hima and endangered species, based on natural ingredients and
eco-responsible packaging.

Publications: Such as field guides to mammals, birds, fish, and
butterflies of the Middle East.

Fundraising: HHI-SPNL are raising funds for several programs,
such as Hima creation and Management, Homat Al Hima, Hima
Trails for Peace, Hima Farms, Souk Al Hima... Through your
adoption/donation you contribute to the survival of the species or
Hima site you have chosen, and support our nature conservation
work in Lebanon.

www.spnl.org/donate/  www.homatalhima.com
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“The Ministry of Tourism decided to include the Radar
Hima on the local and international tourist
4 Today,“PNL i rates Hima Baysour, the
Oth site to co protecte »as of Lebanon together,
I hope that officials will connect all regions with bridges

of love, bondage and dialogue.” H.E. Walid Nassar
Minister of Tourism (speaking at the inauguration of Hima Baysour)
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Observing wild animals in Hima
Kfar Zabad and Khirbet Qanafar
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BioConnect: Ensuring Connectivity
for the Benefit of Nature and People

By Bassima Khatib and Elie El-Haddad

West Bekaa is one of the most important regions in Lebanon for
birds and biodiversity. It resembles a narrow corridor between Mount
Lebanon and Anti Lebanon range. It includes the last wetlands
remaining in the Bekaa valley, connecting Shouf Biosphere reserve
with Qaroun lake and Litani river basin. It is an important flyway for
migratory soaring birds during spring season from South to North.
Shouf Biosphere reserve was the first declared nature reserve
in Lebanon, covering around 5% of the Lebanese territory.
SPNL is involved with Al Shouf Cedar Society in the regional
project BioConnect funded by the European Union for 45
months between 2022 and 2025. Covering the southern part of
Lebanon, the project is implemented by four partners: Al Shouf
Cedar Society, Society for the Protection of Nature in Lebanon
(SPNL), Association for the Development of Rural Capacities, and
Association for Community and Environment.

BioConnect is one of SPNL's major current projects, with the
main goal of enhancing the management of sites of ecological
importance as well as creating new Protected Areas and other
effective area-based conservation measures (OECMs) for broader
landscape conservation. These main objectives will be achieved
by improving ecosystem health and socio-economic benefits, and
abating the main pressures on key biodiversity while supporting local
communities.

This is an innovative project in its approach combining several
ways of protected area management, from nature reserve (Shouf
nature reserve, Tyre nature reserve) to surrounding Himas which are
community-based protected areas, with new geoparks in Mount
Hermon. SPNL is concentrating on seven Himas within this project
(Kherbet Qanafar and Ain Zebdeh in West Bekaa, Hammana and
Ras El Matn in Mount Lebanon, Qoleileh and Mansouri on the
southern coast, and Ebel El Sagi near Marjeyoun in the South).
BioConnect is an EU funded project that aims to ensure effective
management and governance at sites of ecological importance
and expanding biodiversity protection in southern Lebanon.
(#EUBioConnect4Lebanon)

The European Union supports Lebanon’s stabillty, independence and
sovereignty, its prosperity and democratic order. It strives also to help
protect its environment and natural resources by supporting sustainable
enterprise and development. Find out more about EU’s work in Lebanon
or follow it on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram at @EUinLebarnon
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Our presence here reflects the commitment of
the European Union to addressing the pressing
environmental challenges faced by Lebanon,
particularly in the context of biodiversity
conservation. Our gathering might seem out of
place when tragedy unfolds only a few hundred
kilometers away. But, especially in hard times
like these, discussing how our collective home,
our planet, can be protected and passed on to
future generations is essential.

Within that collective home, Lebanon’s rich
biodiversity faces numerous threats, including
habitat loss, unsustainable exploitation of natural
resources, pollution, and climate change. The
current economic crisis further exacerbates
these challenges, making it imperative for us to
take action.

In response, the European Union has actively
engaged in environmental initiatives in Lebanon.
In 2021, the EU launched the BioConnect project
to support local authorities and organizations
and contribute to Lebanon’s green agenda, and
especially to protect biodiversity and ecosystems
in southern Lebanon.

By enhancing the management and governance
of sites of ecological importance, the project
is already creating new protected areas and
conservation designated areas. Through a
community-based approach, it addresses the
root causes of threats to diversity and forest
ecosystems.

Local communities play a vital role in our
activities. They are partners in increasing
environmental awareness and building capacities
for sustainable natural resource management.
In the face of climate change, pollution, and
degradation, the actions supported by the
European Union in Lebanon align with national
and local strategies, promoting climate action
and sustainable land use.

Our work extends to enhancing good
governance, economic recovery, and job
creation. Restoring access to jobs and economic
opportunities also supports the green economy.
[t complements the efforts of civil society in
times of crisis.

Speaking points by Alessia Squarcella, Deputy Head
of Cooperation at the EU Delegation to Lebanon.
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First Annual Hima Forum

The first Annual Hima Forum was organized by
SPNL on November 4, 2023 at the Homat al
Hima International Center in West Bekaa, within
the framework of the EU-funded BioConnect
project.

SPNL Director General Assad Serhal stated
that there are now 31 Himas all over Lebanon,
adding, “the BioConnect project aims at
bringing people together and connecting
natural areas. This makes it possible for
animals to move safely and enhances social
and economic communication.”

Alessia  Squarcella, Deputy Head of
Cooperation at the EU Delegation, pointed
out that the EU has actively engaged in
environmental initiatives in Lebanon. In 2021,
the EU launched the BioConnect project to
support local authorities and organizations
and contribute to Lebanon’s green agenda,
and especially to protect biodiversity and
ecosystems in southern Lebanon.(See box for
main  points).

The Minister of Environment, Dr. Nasser Yassin,
emphasized the importance of the BioConnect
project, adding, connecting protected areas,
training groups in Hima villages, and marketing
Hima’s and reserves contributes to enhancing
economic activity.”

Bassima Al-Khatib, BioConnect Project
Manager at SPNL, provided a summary of the
project which has a geographical scope that
includes four main regions: coastal southern
Lebanon, western Bekaa, Mount Lebanon,
and the mountains of southern Lebanon.
Stephanie Frando presented a summary of the
SPNL missions completed within the scope of
BioConnect. Dr. Mounir Abou Said presented
results of the mammal study, Chadi Saad results
of the bird study, Husein Zorkot results of the
plant study, Andre Bechara results of SNOW
program in Hima areas. Rania Khalil spoke
about activities of Homat al Hima program,
Farid Ammouri about the Hima Farm program,
Adonis Khatib about the Anti-Poaching Uni,
and Wassim Khatib about the Fish and Wildlife
Unit. The Mayor of Ain Zebde, Charbel Nohra,
spoke on behalf of the local municipalities.
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“This belovedregionrepresents, inits diversity, integration
and openness, an image of our Lebanon, which we want
to be a Hima where trees of love grow thickall over and
people bond in crises... All those carrying responsibility
in this country should do as you do, and plant as you
plant, because planting trees Of love produces a green_
homeland befitting its ;ﬁoplq‘?
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Minister of Culture t
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Endangered Voices: A Symphony of Support for At-Risk Animals
By Dil Bar Irshad, BNN Breaking, Hong Kong (February 10, 2024)

As the sun dips below the horizon, a chorus of voices rises,
each one a testament to the beauty and fragility of our
natural world. But these are not the voices you might expect.
They belong to endangered animals, whose cries have been
reimagined as iconic brand sounds in a groundbreaking
campaign called ‘Endangered Voices.’

The Society for the Protection of Nature in Lebanon (SPNL),
in partnership with Leo Burnett and Homat al-Hima
International (HHI), has launched this innovative initiative
to raise awareness about climate change and the plight of
endangered species. By recreating instantly recognizable
brand sounds in the voices of these animals, the campaign
aims to reach a vast audience through international
brands’ networks and inspire them to adopt eco-friendly
sound logos.

The Birth of a Movement

The idea for ‘Endangered Voices’ was born out of a desire
to create a powerful and emotive call to action. The team
at SPNL, with its extensive experience in biodiversity
conservation, understood that traditional methods of raising
awareness were not enough. They needed something that
would capture the imagination of people around the world.
The solution was to tap into the universal language of sound.
By recreating iconic brand sonics in the voices of endangered
species, the campaign would not only raise awareness about

the animals’ plight but also highlight the role that businesses
can play in protecting biodiversity.

Through the ‘Endangered Voices’ campaign, SPNL, Leo
Burnett, and HHI are hoping to inspire a global movement
of eco-conscious businesses and individuals. By adopting
eco-friendly sound logos and supporting local efforts to
safeguard species’ habitats, they believe that we can make a
real difference in the fight against climate change.

As the chorus of endangered voices continues to rise, it
serves as a poignant reminder of the delicate balance
between humanity and nature. It is a call to action that
resonates far beyond the borders of Lebanon, inviting us
all to play our part in protecting the natural world for future
generations.

In the end, the ‘Endangered Voices’ campaign is more than
just a creative marketing initiative. It is a testament to the
power of collaboration, innovation, and storytelling in the
face of adversity. By giving voice to the voiceless, SPNL,
Leo Burnett, and HHI are not only raising awareness about
climate change but also inspiring a global movement of eco-
conscious businesses and individuals.

As the sun sets on another day, the chorus of endangered
voices remains, a powerful reminder of the beauty and
fragility of our natural world. And as long as these voices
continue to be heard, there is hope that we can make a
difference in the fight against climate change.

Endangered Voices: Using
Brand Sonic to Save Species

Homat Al Hima International (HHI) recently
launched Endangered Voices campaign,
recreating the iconic top 15 brand sonics in
the world in the voice of endangered animals.
The idea was realized in collaboration with
the Society for the Protection of Nature in
Lebanon (SPNL) and Leo Burnett Dubai.
The Intel sonic was recreated in the voice of
the Galapagos Penguin, BMW sonic in the
voice of the Arabian Owl, Netflix in the voice
of the African Elephant, Shahid in the voice
of the Arabian wolf, Nutella in the voice of the
Eurasian otter, and VISA in the voice of the
Humpback Dolphin, among others. These
brands were then tagged by HHI on social
media and invited to use animal-voice sonics
in their communication to give endangered
animals a chance to be heard and saved.
Assad Serhal, Founder and Chairman of
HHI, said, “The idea of Endangered Voices
is a cry for help from endangered animals
to the world. By recreating the iconic sonics
of brands in the voices of endangered
animals, we also pay homage to these
popular brands. Most of the time, brands
and businesses donate, but the larger world
doesn’t know about it. This idea is a win-
win for Homat Al Hima International and the
big brands, as we received the attention and
donations we sought, and the brands were
seen doing good by the public.”

The campaign was nominated to the Dubai
Lynx Awards, an affiliate of the world’s most
celebrated creativity festival, the Cannes
Lions.

The Endangered Voices campaign is live
on the HHI/SPNL social accounts. You can
support it by visiting @homatalhimaint! on
Instagram, @homatalhimaint! on X, and @
homatalhimaintl on TikTok @spnlorg on
Instagram and @SpniOrg on X.
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How to Ensure Your Brand isn't an Endangered Species
By John Smeddle, Inside Telecom (March 04, 2024)

This year at Dubai Lynx Awards, there’s a rather special advertising campaign that’s a contender for
honours. It’s called Endangered Voices. Created by Leo Burnett for the Society for the Protection of Nature
in Lebanon (SPNL) and Homat al Hima International (HHI), what makes this campaign special are the
mechanics which make it effortless for big brands to help endangered species. And that’s just the half of
it. The effortlessness is matched to an engagement which is more binding every time there’s a touchpoint

between brand and consumer.

Consumers have been fed a steady diet of sustainability
messages for the last 20 years, at least in developed
markets. And now this is becoming built-in to the choices
we make when buying or remaining loyal to a brand.
But our parameters for purchasing are becoming ever
more demanding, particularly because of our increasing
appreciation for the fragility of our planet.

When we at Inside Telecom were shown a sustainability-
weighted, conservation-targeted marketing idea last week,
such was the integrated thinking behind the idea that it
was like looking into a crystal ball and seeing tomorrow’s
consumers.

It's a thrilling idea, converging tech and conscience in the
marketplace. What's more, the concept is a precursor to
the relationship a brand must have in the future with their
customers and prospects. If they want to survive. Endangered
Voices is the name of the program.

Homat Al Hima International (HHI) and the Society for
the Protection of Nature in Lebanon (SPNL) are calling on
consumer brands to recreate their sonic identities with the
calls of various endangered species. And if you are in any
way associated with the management of a brand, you'll be
all too aware of the engagement power of a simple, one or
two second sound bite which accompanies a logo at the end
of an online or broadcast commercial. Imagine your logo
(or any brand logo that comes to mind) being accompanied

by the familiar tune you associate with it, but delivered by,
for example, the Eastern Imperial Eagle featured above;
compliments of sonic technology.

This is what you're telling the consumer:

1. We want you to know that this bird is endangered.

2. We want you to know that we're doing something

about it.

3. We'd like you to play a role.
This is how the consumer will react:

1. Wow. A brand with a real, not fake, conscience.

2. Wow. They're doing something, not just talking.

3. Wow. If | support this brand, that means I'm helping

too.

So, | acknowledge the above is just Marketing 101. But
sometimes we need reminding that the age of consumerism
is undergoing its second revolution in the digital age. And
the new order has a simple manifesto: If you're not aligning
with sustainability, what exactly are you doing?
Through Endangered Voices, HHI and SPNL are busy signing
up plenty of marketers who want to align their brand with
humanity’s growing conscience about our home and our
future. So, if you want to know more, simply click on the
campaign links.
But if you don’t, well, maybe it's your brand that could
become endangered.

Endangered Voices: quand les animaux menacés s'adressent au public
Par Suzanne Baaklini, L’Orient le Jour (le 03 février 2024)

La Société de protection de la nature au Liban (SPNL) est au centre d'une campagne mondiale trés innovante
basée sur les logos sonores dans les publicités. Objectif: sensibilisation du plus grand nombre et mobilisation

des marques mondiales.

Le loup d’Arabie, une des espéces
menacées  sélectionnées par la
SPNL dans le cadre de la campagne
«Endangered Voices». Photo Maan
Abdel Jawwad

Les images des ours polaires
faméliques dont I'habitat fond a
vue d’ceil en raison du changement
climatique font le tour du monde
et mobilisent les défenseurs des
animaux et |'opinion publique. Et si
les sons avaient le méme pouvoir que
les images? C’est I'équipe créative de
Leo Burnett, une agence de publicité
internationale, qui a eu lidée
d’utiliser les voix des animaux dans
une campagne mondiale en faveur
de la protection de la biodiversité.
Elle a fondé un partenariat avec une
association libanaise, la Société de
protection de la nature au Liban
(SPNL), et son bras exécutif Homat
al Hima, ofin qu'elle gére cette
campagne intitulée  «Endangered
voices», ou «Voix en danger».

Le concept est innovant et Assaad
Serhal, président de la SPNL, prend
tout son temps pour l'expliquer. «De
nos jours, les campagnes publicitaires
les plus évoluées, notamment celles
des grandes marques mondiales,
utilisent des logos sonores, ces sortes
de sons qui accompagnent les logos
visuels et qui sont un des signes de
reconnaissance de la marque», dit-il.
Et si ces quelques notes de musique qui
accompagnent |’apparition du logo, en
fin du spot publicitaire généralement,
sont remplacées par les sons émis par
les animaux sauvages aujourd’hui
en danger d’extinction? La visibilité
serait immense & travers les réseaux
de ces marques internationales
(voitures, téléphonie mobile, services
de streaming pour le téléchargement
de films et de séries...) en faveur
d’espéces sauvages qui disparaissent
dans le silence et I'indifférence.
Pour atteindre ces marques et les
encourager a adopter ce concept, voici
comment la SPNL compte s’y prendre:
I’'ONG a tout d'abord sélectionné vingt
espéces en voie de disparition & travers
le monde. De ces vingt espéces, elle a
déja choisi quatre qui font dorénavant

I'objet de petites vidéos de quelques
secondes chacune le loup d'Arabie,
le dauphin & bosse de I’Atlantique, le
manchot des Galapagos et le Petit-Duc
d’Arabie (une espéce de hibou). Ces
petites vidéos s’'adressent directement
aux marques, taguées a cet effet: une
voix off féminine propose de remplacer
le logo sonore par une nouvelle bande
créée a partir des sons d’animaux,
qui ressemble étonnamment a la
premiére.

«Ces vidéos sont partagées a travers
nos réseaux sociaux, et comme les
marques en question sont taguées,
nous espérons ainsi attirer leur
attention et celles de leurs followers
sur l'espéce en danger», poursuit
Assaad  Serhal.

Des milliers de vues

La campagne « Endangered Voices
» a commencé cette semaine sur
les réseaux sociaux de la SPNL et
de Houmat el-Hima, et a déja eu
un écho trés positif auprés de I'une
de ces marques ciblées, un service
de streaming émirati trés connu. La
vidéo en question a déja été vue des
milliers de fois, beaucoup plus que
pour les habituelles campagnes de
I’association.

Mais qu’espére I'ONG en attirant
I'attention de ces grosses marques
et de leur nombreux publics?2 Pour
I’écologiste de longue date, les
bénéfices sont multiples. Limpact
le plus direct s’exercera sur les
utilisateurs des réseaux sociaux de ces
grandes marques. «Nous avons déja
requ des réactions dithyrambiques
sur la campagne de la part des
internautes», assure Assaad Serhal.
Lobjectif & plus long terme est de
réussir a pousser ces marques d
remplacer leur logo sonore par celui
proposé par les écologistes, et ce
faisant, les entrainer dans une action
qui allie sensibilisation a la protection
delabiodiversité. «Ces marques savent
que le public a changé, que leurs
actions au niveau de |I'environnement
importent aux consommateurs», dit-
il. Traditionnellement, les actions
sociales de ces compagnies se limitent

aux donations, dont peu de gens ont
connaissance. «Si nous arrivons a
les convaincre de s’intéresser a une
espéce en particulier et de cibler leur
action environnementale & soutenir
des acteurs locaux quels qu'ils soient,
afin de protéger |'habitat de I'espéce
dans le pays ou la région ou elle se
trouve, nous aurions tous gagné au
change», affirme-t-il.

N’y a-t-il pas un risque, en intégrant
ainsi  de grandes compagnies
commerciales dans une campagne
de ce type, de redorer leur blason a
peu de frais, alors que leur empreinte
environnementale sur le monde
naturel reste élevée? «Nous sommes
bien conscients de ce risque et nous
choisissons avec soin les compagnies
avec lesquelles nous désirerions
collaborer», répond Assaad Serhal.
Jusque-la en tout cas, la SPNL s’est
engagée de maniére volontaire &
créer et disséminer ces vidéos, selon
son président. Pourquoi le choix
d’'une association libanaise pour
lancer une campagne mondiale?
«Les concepteurs de ce projet se
sont tournés vers nous en raison
de notre longue expérience dans
la préservation de la biodiversité,
notamment & travers notre réseau de
Hima au Liban et ailleurs, pour lequel
nous avons recu de nombreuses
distinctions mondiales». Le concept
de Hima est ancien au Proche-
Orient, et a été ressuscité par la SPNL
depuis quelques années: il s'agit
d’une protection de lieux de grande
biodiversité avec I'‘aide d’acteurs
locaux. La SPNL est aussi membre
de Birds Life International et son
représentant au Liban.

La protection de la biodiversité
mondiale est une urgence. Le rapport
Planéte Vivante du World Wild Fund
(WWF) révélait en 2022 une baisse
dévastatrice de 69% des populations
dranimaux sauvages vertébrés en
moins de cinquante ans dans le
monde. Les populations de vertébrés
étudiés sur plusieurs décennies -
poissons,  oiseaux, = mammiféres,
ampbhibiens et reptiles — ont chuté de
69% en moyenne entre 1970 et 2018.
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Hima Market

By Soulaf Kanaan

Souk Al Hima (Hima Market) is a project to
support crafts makers in order to remain in their
villages, produce heritage-inspired artifacts, and
pass on their expertise to the next generation.
It has a special focus on talented rural women.
The Hima Market will be based in Souk Al Gharb,
Mount Lebanon, with a vision to bring these
crafts to the world via a social media platform.
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The Hima and Social Innovation:
A Civilization Perspective

By Dr. Odeh Al-Jayyousi

This is a historical review of the Hima system (Arabic for protected
area) since ancient civilizations of Mesopotamia, Egypt, China,
Aztecs and Romans till the present day. It was prevalent in tribal
systems of the Arabian Peninsula more than 1500 years ago. It
evolved in Islam since Prophet Mohammad established a horse
hima near Medina and made Mecca and Medina a sanctuary
where hunting and cutting palm trees were prohibited. He
granted the authority to manage himas to local communities,
emphasizing the concept of human-related development and
decentralization. The Rightly Guided Caliphs allocated himas as
charity for the poor and a type of social safety net, by enhancing
environmental services such as grazing, irrigation, agriculture,
and food security.

The Hima approach in Islamic civilization represents an institutional
and cultural innovation, establishing regulations for the hima, its
functions and governance. Its purpose was determined to achieve
public interest without depriving the local community of public
sources of grazing, agriculture, hunting, and drinking. One of the
conditions required when establishing a Hima was to ensure that
its public benefits and societal value exceed expected damages.
However, the mid-twentieth century witnessed the atrophy of
the Hima approach, as protected lands became managed by
governments and environmental management authorities were
established. Since 2004, the Society for the Protection of Nature
in Lebanon (SPNL) is seeking to revive the Hima approach
by modern models that combine traditional knowledge with
scientific progress, in partnership with municipalities and local
communities.

In summary, the hima system represents a cultural heritage and
an innovative social business model. It needs the development of
a financial model through the environmental endowment (wagf)
to ensure the achievement of sustainable innovation.

Dr. Odeh Al-Jayyousi is professor of innovation policy at the Arabian Gulf
University in Bahrain, and former director of IUCN Regional Office for West Asia.
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Chadi Saad

Trapped in Amber for 130 Million Years:
The Oldest Mosquito in the World
Is Lebanese!

Researchers reporting in the journal Current Biology in
December 2023 have found the earliest-known fossil mosquito
in amber from Lebanon, dating back to 130 million years ago.
What’s more, the well-preserved insects are two males with
piercing mouthparts, suggesting they likely sucked blood. That’s
noteworthy because, among modern-day mosquitoes, only
females are hematophagous, using piercing mouthparts to feed
on the blood of people and other animals.

“|ebanese amber is, to date, the oldest amber with intensive
biological inclusions, and it is a very important material as its
formation is contemporaneous with the appearance and
beginning of radiation of flowering plants, with all what follows of
co-evolution between pollinators and flowering plants,” says Dr.
Dany Azar of the Lebanese University and the Chinese Academy
of Sciences, who discovered the amber-imprisoned mosquitos
in Hammana, Mount Lebanon.

uagloudl ggiill duljay (SPNL) olid (né deubll dlan dse0a gialy pgé) Cua lilaa (oo
uug;g.l.]l kil (o Jgowll BOCONNECT g9 (o Lvalaeig duilgunllg axiliill glgidll dudlyog
Hima Hammana, where SPNL researchers monitor and study biodiversity within the EU funded BioConnect project
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The oldest mosquito in the world preserved in Lebanese amber
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Anahita, the young Egyptian vulture that
was rescued in Lebanon and sent to
Prague Zoo to continue her treatment
and enter the breeding program

(photo: ©Prague Zoo)
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Egyptian Vultures Rescued in Lebanon
Found Partners in Captivity

In 2022, five Egyptian Vultures rescued by SPNL in Lebanon were
transported to Prague Zoo to become part of the important captive-
breeding program for the species. All these birds had tough luck in
life, but thanks to international efforts they recovered well and now
live their new lives. Anton Vaidl from Prague Zoo, the coordinator
of the Egyptian Vulture captive-breeding program, shares some
happy news about these rescued birds: three of them have found
partners and are ready to breed. One of them even laid two eggs
in 2023 which unfortunately did not hatch, but hopes are high for a
successful breeding season in 2024.

The rescue and care for the Egyptian vultures in Lebanon and their
transportation to Prague Zoo were done in the framework of the
Egyptian Vulture New LIFE project (LIFE16 NAT/BG/ 000874) funded
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by the European Union and coordinated by BSPB/BirdLife Bulgaria.
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Intercontinental Collaboration Secures
the Migratory Egyptian Vulture Population

By Steffen Oppel

The Egyptian vulture (Neophron percnopterus), Europe’s smallest
and only long-distance migratory vulture, is a typical example of
a threatened migratory species: in eastern Europe the population
plummeted from more than 600 pairs in the 1980s to about 50 pairs
in 2018, with many threats along the entire flyway from Europe via
the Middle East to Africa contributing to the decline.

An ambitious project funded by the European Union expanded the
work along the flyway, involving 22 organizations in 14 countries
across three continents. A paper published in the journal Animal
Conservation in November 2023 shows that the population in the
Balkans has stabilized since the conservation work was expanded
from Europe to the Middle East and Africa.

«Long-term conservation efforts at flyway scale can halt the
population decline in a globally endangered migratory raptor» by
QOppel et al. (2024). Animal Conservation XXX. Article link: httos.//
doi.org/10.1111/acv. 12917

Egyptian Vulture New LIFE Project: https://lifeneophron.eu
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in Luc Hoffman Hima Home in Kayfoun, Mount Lebanon,
before departure to Prague
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The Egyptian vulture is the only
vulture in the world that uses tools. It
can break an ostrich or bustard egg
by dropping pebbles on it repeatedly.
It also uses sticks to wrap wool and
sew the lining of the nest.
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Hunters in the Mongolian desert use trained golden eagles
to hunt foxes, hares and other small mammals
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André and the eagle puillg ajail

Mongolia: An Adventure in the Land of
Blue Skies

By André Bechara

Mongolia, a vast land of contrasts, offered me much more than
a simple getaway: a true immersion in the heart of its wilderness
and cultural wealth. The desert greeted me with majestic dunes
sculpted by the wind. Immense steppes stretched as far as the eye
could see. This is a land of titanic dimensions where nature reveals
itself in its full splendor.

| cycled through green steppes, crossed crystal clear rivers, climbed
hills, and camped under the stars in regions of breathtaking beauty,
feeling the absolute freedom that only such a vast land can offer.
Each night spent with my nomadic friends was a complete
immersion into the ancestral Mongolian way of life, awakening in
me a renewed appreciation for simplicity and harmony with nature.
Following in the footsteps of Genghis Khan, | delved into the
glorious past of epic conquests and vast expanses of the Mongol
Empire. The nomads, guardians of traditions, opened their world
to me, sharing their heritage. | discovered the art of stewing meat
with hot stones, festivities with traditional music and dance, stories
told around the fire, dishes cooked with love and human warmth
created unforgettable memories.

My Mongolian adventure was an unforgettable chapter of my
adventurous life. | close my eyes and unfold before me the infinite
landscapes of Mongolia.
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A Bedouin family near their yurt (tent)
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The Balcony Trail in Jabal Shams (Sun Mountain) overlooking
Wadi al Nakher, called the “Grand Canyon of Oman”
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Terraced gardens on the steep slopes of Maseerat al Jawameed are irrigated by aflaj, traditional canals that transport water from springs
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Discover Oman
with Khaled Abdul Malak

Looking for a one-of-a-kind adventure in Oman?
Join Khaled Abdul Malak on a customized trip
that takes you through some of the country’s most
stunning natural wonders. Explore the rugged
mountains, swim in crystal-clear wadis, spelunk in
mysterious caves, and soak up the sun on pristine
beaches. Khaled will create with you an itinerary
that perfectly suits your interests and preferences.
Book your trip today and experience Oman like
never before.

Khaled Abdul Malak has been involved as a guide
and instructor for adventure TV programs such as
The Ultimate Escape and The Amazing Race which
took place in Oman. He featured beside Steve
Backshall in Expedition on BBC, beside Albert Lin
in Lost Cities Revealed on National Geographic,
and beside Reza Pakravan in Hidden Frontiers on
Discovery Channel.

For more information: www.discoveryoman.com
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Vostok a)la] gudao guiyg guwgo Jhjow gulic
Abbas Serhal, Vostok Founder and CEO
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On May 6, 2024, a memorandum of understanding was signed
in Dubai between Vostok Corporation, leading travel and eco-
tourism company in Central Asia, and Homat Al Hima International
Consultants, dedicated to causes that protect species, conserve
sites, improve lives, care about climate, educate the youth and
create a better world to support peace and conservation efforts
while uniting people around the HIMA.
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https://vostokz.com/
Phone: +7 708 3129505
E-mail: mursaliyev@vostokz.com

Explore Kazakhstan with Vostok:
A Land of Adventure and Heritage

It’s time to get away. Explore Kazakhstan with Vostok. Discover
the otherworldly beauty of Charyn Canyon, where towering
sandstone formations carve a dramatic silhouette against the sky.
Immerse yourself in the tranquility of Kolsay Lakes, where crystal-
clear waters mirror the surrounding forests in a breathtaking
display of serenity. Experience the vibrant hospitality of Kazakh
nomads who invite you to share in their way of life. Delve into
the country’s rich heritage through its music, dance, and cuisine,
each offering a glimpse into the soul of Kazakhstan. In this land
of endless horizons and boundless beauty, nature and culture
converge to create an experience that is truly unforgettable.
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SPNL team gathered to present the
Homat Al Hima Award 2023, voting
for special achievements and efforts.
It is a way to motivate the team and
recognize their work and passion.
The first award went to Rania Khalil,
the second to Rami Kadro, and the
third to Hamad Malaeb.
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A traditional tale about the kingfisher, by Chadi Saad.
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