Memorandum of Understanding

Signed between:

Lebanese Environment Forum (referred to as
LEF), Address: Beirut, Ain Rummanieh; and
represented in this MoU by the President Mr.
Malek Ghandour

Hereinafter referred to as the “First Party”
And

The Society for the Protection of Nature in
Lebanon (SPNL) registered under number
6/A.D dated January 8, 1986, with an elected
domicile for the purpose of this MoU in
Kayfoun, Itani Building, Ground Floor; and
represented by its authorized signatory, the
Director General, Mr. Assad Serhal.

Hereinafter referred to as the “Second Party”

Preamble:

Whereas the First Party is the “Lebanese
Environment Forum”, and among its
responsibilities is  networking  between
environmental NGOs and advocacy for
environmental issues,

Whereas the Second Party “Society for the
Protection of Nature in Lebanon-SPNL”, is an
association that works in the field of scientific
research, nature protection and conservation of
species - especially migratory soaring birds-
MSBs — and works on reviving the concept of
Al-Hima in the process of natural resources
protection and conservation, the dissemination
of environmental awareness and training,
cooperation and contracting with local, regional
and international organizations and companies
involved in the abovementioned activities,
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Recognizing the urgent need to protect
Lebanon’s biodiversity and natural ecosystems,
both parties agree to collaborate on the
implementation  of a  comprehensive
conservation strategy. This initiative aligns

with Lebanon’s national and international
commitments, including the 30x30
conservation goal, the Convention on

Biological Diversity (CBD), and other relevant
treaties.

Therefore, LEF & SPNL are both interested in
nature conservation, establishing new protected
areas, ensuring connectivity, and satisfying
30*30 Global Biodiversity targets;

The two Parties agreed on the following:

Article 1: Purpose
The purpose of this MOU is to formalize a
strategic partnership aimed at:

1. Establishing interconnected networks
of protected areas, buffer zones, and
to

ecological corridors

biodiversity.

safeguard

2. Preventing illegal hunting, poaching,
and fishing activities.

3. Identifying and conserving Important
Bird and Biodiversity Areas (IBBAs)
and Key Biodiversity Areas (KBAs).

4. Aligning conservation efforts with
Lebanon’s Biodiversity Strategy and
related governmental policies.

5. Engaging key stakeholders, including
farmers, hunters, fishermen, youth, and
women, in biodiversity protection

Initiatives.
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6. Mobilizing resources and partnerships
with NGOs, the private sector, and

international ~ donors to  ensure
sustainability and effective
implementation.

Article 2: Scope of Collaboration
1. Connectivity of Protected Areas
The parties agree to collaborate on the creation
and maintenance of ecological corridors linking
Lebanon’s protected areas, facilitating wildlife
movement and habitat connectivity. This will
involve:

o Designating safe

migration routes for birds; terrestrial

and maintaining

and marine wildlife.

e Reducing habitat fragmentation caused
by urban expansion and deforestation.

e Enhancing ecosystem resilience to
climate change and human activities.

2. Conservation and Management of IBBAs

and KBAs

Both parties will work together to expand the

network of HIMA sites from 33 to 50 IBBAs by

2030, covering approximately 8% of Lebanon’s

terrestrial and marine environments. This will:
e Promote protection of wildlife and

endangered species (fauna and flora).

e Keep common birds and wildlife

common.

e help decrease the poaching and illegal
hunting and fishing practices.

o Protect crucial habitats for resident and
migratory bird species; marine and
wildlife.

e Ensure long-term conservation of key
ecological sites.
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Promote eco-tourism and sustainable
environmental practices within local
communities.

3. Policy Integration and Governmental
Collaboration

To ensure the success of this initiative, both
parties will:

Work closely with the Ministry of
Environment, Ministry of Agriculture,
and other relevant governmental
authorities.

Strengthen enforcement mechanisms
against illegal hunting, fishing, and
poaching.

Draft new policies and frameworks to
establish Responsible Hunting Areas
(RHASs) per Mohafaza across Lebanon.

Mainstream all of our joint efforts with
Lebanon Biodiversity Strategy in
collaboration with all the respected and
law

concerned ministries and

enforcement authorities.

4. Stakeholder Engagement and Capacity
Building

With the aim to reach and support over a
million people at these communities; the parties
commit to:

Educating and training farmers, hunters,
and  fishermen on  sustainable
environmental practices.

Engaging youth and women in

conservation leadership roles.

Encouraging local communities to
participate in conservation initiatives
and eco-tourism programs.

5. Resource Mobilization and Strategic
Partnerships

Both parties will actively seek funding and
technical support from:
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e National and international NGOs.

e Regional and global conservation
organizations.

e Private sector partners committed to
environmental sustainability.

e Environmental donors  supporting
conservation initiatives.

Article 3: Expected Outcomes
By 2030, the implementation of this MOU is
expected to result in:

e The protection of 50 IBBAs covering

&% of Lebanon’s terrestrial and marine
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Environment.

e Adoption of new legal frameworks
supporting sustainable environmental
practices.

Article 4: Implementation Mechanism

1. Establish a joint committee composed of
representatives from both parties to monitor
the implementation of the memorandum and
ensure the achievement of the specified
objectives.

2. Prepare periodic reports on progress made
in implementing the MoU.

3. Hold periodic meetings to assess
performance, review implementation plans, and
make adjustments as necessary.

) A gl ai)

i Aalial (b phall (e Gaian (e AS jide dial oLl ]
a0l Calaa) (58aT (laa 9 5 ,S34ll

SN i 8 gl aail) Jga gy 50 i dlae) 2

Llall dealyes celal) ol 4y )00 cleldial 2 3
Bl die GOl o) jal 5 Al



Article 5: Duration and Termination

This MOU shall be effective upon signature by
both parties and shall remain in effect for a
period of 6 years, unless terminated earlier by
mutual agreement. Either party may terminate
this MOU with a 90 days written notice to the
other party.

Article 6: General Provisions

1.

This MOU is not a legally binding
contract but reflects the good-faith
commitment of both parties to
cooperate in achieving the objectives
outlined herein.

Any disputes arising from the
interpretation or implementation of this
MOU shall be resolved amicably
through negotiations between the
parties.

Amendments to this MOU must be
made in writing and signed by
authorized representatives of both
parties.

Article 7: Signatures
Signed on 9 of April, 2025, in Beirut.

For First Party:

Lebanese Environment Forum
President

Malek Ghandour

For Second Party:

Society for the Protection of Nature in
Lebanon

Director General

Assad Serhal
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